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PREFACE. 


HE aim of this part of an Exemplification of the 
CHRISTIAN LIFE, is to repreſent the pleaſantneſs 
of early piety. Like the other two, it repreſents no 
more than a few lives and deaths ; but which mightily 
encourage all concerned, to their utmoſt, to ſtudy to 
promote an early fear of God. 
Permit me, therefore, my fellow parents and maſters, . 
and even teachers and nuniſters, to attend to this point 
with all diligence ; for out of it are the iſſues of life, 
How delightful to have our children, ſervants, ſcholars, . 
or young hearers, living or dying in the manner theſe 
young ones did! How delightful to have them, on death- 
beds, bleſſing God, and thanking us for the pains we 
took in their Chriſtian education! Why do we complain 
of the 1 ignorance, folly, pride, prodigality, and profane- 
neſs, of the riſing generation, if our negle& of their 
ſouls, or our encouragement of them in faſhionable con- 
formity to the world, be the cauſe. If any of them be 
a burden or a Teproach to us, doth not our own wicked. 
neſs correct us, and our backſlidings reprove us? 
My dear young ones, permit me again to beſeech you, 


in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God. When the 


great God, your Saviour, hath ſet ſo many delightful 
examples before you, when he hath directed ſo many 
precious words of his grace to you, why ſhould you not 
be deeply concerned about your eternal ſalvation? Even 
while you read this, Jeſus Chriſt, in the moſt endearing 
manner, invites you to himſelf, ſaying, My ſon, give 
me thine heart Hearken, O daughter, and conſider, 
and incline thine ear. So ſhall the King greatly deſire 
thy beauty. He is thy Lord, and worſhip thou him, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not; for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. Come, ye 
children; hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord. O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good ! 
Bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him. O fear the 
Lord, for there is no want to them that fear him. 
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cious than Chriſt? any thing more neceflary for time 


he is near. In theſe little hiſtories which I now preſent 


buy his ſerious advices and inſtructions which he gave to 


Liv 


love them that love me; and they that ſeek me ear- 
ly ſhall find me. Wilt thou not from this time cry 
unto me, My Father, thou art the guide of my youth? 
Turn, O backſliding children, faith the Lord: for I 
am married unto you. How ſhall I put thee among 
the children, and give thee the goodly heritage of 
redeemed nations. Thou ſhalt call me, My Father, and 
ſhalt not turn away from me. Remember thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth. O that you were wiſe ! that 
you underſtood this! that you would conſider your 
latter end.” My dear children, is there any thing more 
glorious and excellent than Chriſt? any thing more pre- 


and eternity, than Chriſt ? any thing more uſeful and 
profitable than Chriſt? any thing more lovely, pleaſant, 
and delightful, than Chriſt? ? any more kind, loving, gra- 
cious, and merciful, than Chriſt? No, no. Come, then, 
ſeck him while he may be found; call upon him while 


to you, behold what your lives ought to be ! Behold 
what, by the grace of God, they might be ! Behold what 
they would be, were it not for your own ſloth, folly, and 
wickedneſs ! Behold what an honour and comfort you 
might be to your parents, maſters, teachers, and mini- 
ſters ! and what a mercy to your families and country ! 
and what a joy and crown to Jeſus Chriſt, that loved uy 
you, and gave himſelf for you! Behold what an heaven on 1 
earth! What an heaven on your death-bed you might 
have, as a certain pledge and earneſt of your being for 
ever with the Lord, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right-hand are pleaſures for evermore. 
Holy Fenner ſays, that he knew a private perſon, who, 


his neighbours, when he happened to meet with them in 
fields or houſes, gained about forty of them to Chriſt. 


N. B. Ir might be proper to read, along with this Preface, the 
Author's ſermons on the Sinfulneſi and Danger of neglecting to 
raiſe up Spiritual Children to Chriſt; and his two Addreſſes to 
Young Ones, annexed to his Leſſer and Larger Catechiſms. 
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THE 


YOUNG CHRISTIAN, &c. 


MELIA GEDDIE was born in Falkland, in the 
county of Fife, A. D. 1665. Before ſhe could 
ſpeak, ſhe manifeſted a moſt remarkable regard to the 
worihip of God. If ſhe had been weeping or ſhewing 
an anxious defire to have any thing, ſhe became quite 
compoſed, whenever ſhe ſaw or heard that they were or 
ſeemed to be going to family-worſhip ; and though her 
body had been uneaſy, ſhe continued perfectly quiet and 
patient till it was ended. Beginning to ſpeak. about two 
years of age, ſhe began to aſk queſtions concerning God 
and religion : as for inſtance, obſerving the ſun ſhining, 
ſhe aſked, if that ſun ſhined on her grandfather and grand- 
mother, and made them to ſee as well as us ? and being 
told that the ſame ſun gave light to the whole world, 
ſhe replied, Ought we not then to love that God who 
made all theſe things, and gives them to us? Many 
hundred of ſuch queſtions ſhe propoſed, or anſwers ſhe 
returned ; and ſuch was her wiſdom and gravity, even 
while an infant, that every one, eſpecially they that 
ſeldom ſaw her, admired her. 

| Before ſhe was three years of age, ſome overhearing 

what weighty and ſignificant expreſſions ſhe uſed in 

craving a bleſſing before meat, aſked her, who had taught 
her to crave a bleſſing to her food after that manner? 
She replied, that ſhe had learned now and then a word 
from ſeveral perſons, and the Lord had joined theſe words 
together for her; and ſhe had made a grace of them. 
About the ſame time, ſuſpecting that the maid who at- 
tended her had cleaned a room on the Lord's day, ſhe - 
reproved her ſharply, ſaying, Away, begone ; You fin a 
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againſt the Holy Spirit: You ſweep the houſe on the 
Sabbath, and profane the Lord's day. Nor could ſhe be 
reconciled to the maid, till ſhe found that ſhe had been 
miſtaken. About that time, a ſervant, who had newly 
come to the houſe, having, in her hearing, uſed the devil's 
name in a way of curſing, ſhe reproved him ſharply; and 
ſaid, that if he did it again, ſhe would complain of it to 
God. Being a wanton fellow, he ſcoffingly bade her go 
and do ſo: Herenpon ſhe went to the next room, and fell 
upon her knees for a while ; and returning, the young 
man mockingly aſked her, if ſhe had told God upon him? 
She gravely replied, that ſhe had; and that he ſaid, if you 
continue to do fo, he will give you away to the devil, and 
caſt you into hell. The young man was aſtoniſhed, and 
carried more circumſpectly as long as he ſerved in that 
family. After he had been ſeven years out of it, one 
that heard him ſwear, put him in mind of this; which 
made lim to weep, and ſay, that he ought never to 
have forgotten that reproof, | | 
Being afterwards in company with a woman that was 
Rruggling with dreadful temptations, and even afraid to 
be in a room alone, Emelia offered to go out, while the 
woman laboured to detain her. And when ſhe was near 
the door, ſhe looked back, and faid, with an unuſually 
ſtrong and ſharp voice, God is with you, and will keep 
you from evil.” The tempted woman was preſently made 
to ſay in her heart, This is not the voice of the child, but 
of the Lord. And the diſpenſation was ſo bleſſed to her, 
that her temptations gradually evaniſhed, and never after 
returned. Being obſerved to be very attentive to the 
word of God read, and to be much in ſecret prayer, and 
given to urge others to it, R. W. an old experienced 
Chriſtian, meeting her in her return from her room, to 
which he uſed to repair, aſked her, if ſhe had been at her 
prayers, ſhe anſwered, Ves; and added, When I was a 
child, my mother taught me to pray; but now the Lord 
teacheth me. Being aſked, how ſhe knew the Lord's 
teaching from that of hex mother? ſhe replied, that the 
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Lord made her both to rejoice and weep; and made her 
heart glad, and gave her new words. Some time after, 
her mother took her along with her to a ſocial meeting 
for prayer and ſpiritual conference, as her mclinations 
carried her to be in ſuch ſocieties. The meeting conſiſt- 
ing of ſome old experienced Chriſtians, and of others that 
were but juſt entering on the Lord's way, there happen- 
ed ſome diſpute, which of the two ſhould begin: upon 
which Emelia, not yet four years of age, and fitting at 
her mother's feet, ſaid, I am the youngeſt of all, I will 
begin. Her mother reproved her, for this her only in- 
ſtance of forwardneſs; but an old experienced woman, 
on whom the ſociety had laid it to begin, prevailed with 
her mather and the company to allow her to begin, A 
young gentlewoman, who had icarce ever been at ſuch a 
meeting before, was ſo moved with ſeveral expreſſions 
which the child had in prayer, that, notwithſtanding all 
the fury of the Prelatic perſecution, ſhe held on in the 
Lord's way ever afterward; and acknowledged, that the 
Lord had bleſſed the child's prayer at that time, to the real 
edification of her ſoul. Thus, out of the mouth of babes 
and ſucklings, the Lord ordained ſtrength, Pſal. vii. 2. 
Being now about four years of age, ſhe was obſerved to 
weep much at ſermons, or other religious duties, but was 
utterly unwilling that it ſhould be known, and careful to 
waſh her face, or put herſelf into ſuch a poſture as might 
beſt conceal it. And if ſhe had heard any ſpeaking to 

her praiſe, or narrating any of her ſayings or practices, 
ſhe would have wept, or gone off and hid herſelf. A 
godly miniſter having inadvertently ſaid, that he would 
not give a halfpenny for a child's religion, it threw her 
into great perplexity and heavineſs for a long time; and 
ſhe often aſked ſuch judicious and godly perſons as ſhe 
met with, whether they knew any good and religions 
children, that continued ſuch when they were old? 
One day, when her mother reproved her for not giving 
a good enough account of her leſſon, ſhe was afterwards 
found weeping ; and being aſked, why ſhe wept, as ſhe 
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had not been beaten ? ſhe- replied, that ſhe had rather 


been beaten than have angered her mother, and that 
the thoughts of her mother's being angry with her 
made her weep. 

Having now to ſtruggle with ſtrong temptations, ſhe. 
repaired. to a godly woman, with whom ſhe often con- 
verſed about her ſpiritual caſes; and being aſked the 
reaſon of her ſore trouble of mind, ſhe replied, that the 
devil took the good word of God out oſ the very bottom 
of her heart; and often aſked her, What needs all this 


noiſe with your religion? You may be like other bairns ; 


they will get heaven as ſoon as you. Being aſked, what 


courſe ſhe took. with theſe or the like temptations? ſhe 


replied, that-ſhe knew no other way, but to carry them 
before the Lord by prayer; and added, I defire that you 
would pray, and bid godly, people pray for me; for my 
prayers have not ſtrength, nor theirs either, without 
Chriſt.— Being one day well dreſſed, with her linens 
white, and adorned with red ribbons, R. W. ſaid to her, 
No doubt you think yourſelf very trim and clean. She 
replied, I ſtall never think that, till I get on the fair and 
clean robe of Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs; and then I 
ſhall be truly fine and clean. Some time after, ſhe fell 
fick ; and her bed being made, and ſhe laid in it, one of 
the company ſaid, This is well; the will now get reſt. 
She, overhearing, anſwered, I am - rejoicing at anether 
thing; and that is, that there is a reſt prepared for the 
people of God, Heb. iv. 9. among whom I hope to be 


found; and there I ſhall fing for evermore. And calling 


for her father, ſaid, Pray; let us pray together here, and 
we will ſing the more ſweetly when we come to our reſt. 
When ſhe began to be more ſenſibly profited by hear- 
ing the word preached, and to give clear evidences of her 
being edified by it, ihe heard a ſermon on Iſa. xxv. 6. 


«& ]n this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts make unto all Y 


people a feaſt of fat things, of wines on the lees,” &c. 


and ſaid, ſhe found the word very ſweet to her; and that 


it did her ſoul good. Being aſked, what good ſhe found 
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in it? and how it did her good? ſhe replied, that it 
went through her bones, and into her very heart, and 
brought tears into her eyes. Being about this time de- 
fired to pray with ſome others, immediately after ſhe 
had riſen from her bed, ſhe refuſed, and told them, that 
her prayers could now bring no comfort, and that 
ſhe would pray none in company, till the had firſt prayed 
by herſelf alone. Being one morning overheard weep- 
ing in her bed, and aſked, what troubled her? ſhe re- 
plied, that ſhe had been thinking of the darkneſs and 
torments of hell, and thought ſhe could not endure them. 

Being one Sabbath-day in a garden, and ſeeing ſome 
children playing together, ſhe rebuked them, and ſaid, 
It were better for you to be praying. They anſwered, 
We are but bairns. She replied, Though we be bnt 
bairns, yet we muſt die. And then leaving them, ſhe 
retired to a ſecret corner. Some of them ſought her out, 
and finding her at prayer, mocked and upbraided her with 


x nicknames. She meekly and gravely aſked them, Know * 


ye not that the word of God ſaith, © Remember the 
Sabbath-day, to keep it holy.” They replying, that the 


word did not ſay, Emelia Geddie, keep holy the Sab- 


bath day, ſhe anſwered, The word of God ſays to you, 


and to me, and to all, Remember to keep holy the Sab- 
bath-day-“ They replied to her, Youarea ſtrange young 
| $ Whig; but we will kill you. She replied, that ſhe would 
complain to God of them, and retired from them to the 


houſe. Having ſome time after again found her out, 


they ſcoffingly aſked her, if the had told God of them? 


and what he had faid? She replied, that ſhe had; and 


that he ſaid, © The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 


and all they that forget God,“ Pſal. ix. 17. 


When ſhe began to read the Aſembly's Shorter Cate- 


4 chiſm, ſhe ſaid to her teacher, I think the Bible is God's 


word, and the Catcchiſm is the Bible's word. Hearing 
one read Joel ii. 13.“ Rend your hearts, and not your 
Z garments,” the ſaid, I think this reproves the Papiſts, and 


© their way of penance; for God calls for nothing but the 
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breaking and humbling of the heart. Being aſked, as ſhe 
came from a praying ſociety of children, which ſhe had 
gathered, Who prayed beſt ? ſhe ſaid, I cannot tell who 
prayed beſt, but I can tell whoſe words came belt forth. 
At another time ſhe gave this account, that G. W. had 
moſt of his prayers about the rulers, and M. G. was 
much taken up about the churches abroad. A captain 
having come to her father's houſe, afked her, if ſhe 
would marry him? ſhe ſaid, No; for you have no grace. 
Have you any? ſaid he. She anſwered, Whatever Lhave, 
you have none; for if you had, you would not do the 
Biſhop's bidding, to take the honeſt miniſters, and perſe- 
cute all the godly praying folk. Being in a company, in 
which one aſked his neighbour, which of the ſaints he 
would chiefly deſire to be like? ſhe ſaid, I would fain 
be like David; for he was a man “according to God's 
heart ;” he dwelt near God, and in the © light of his 
countenance.” Taking a view of a game at foot-bull one 
day, ſhe quickly returned to her companions and wept; 


and being aſked the rcaſon of it, ſhe anſwered, that it 


was not ſo much for ſceing the idleneſs and wickedneſs 
of the players, as becauſe the had ſeen a godly and grave 
gentlewoman laughing, and taking pleaſure at the fight, 

Being one day met with her young ſociety for prayer, 
2 miniſter, who happened to be in the houſe, was with 
ſome difficulty admitted to confer with them; and giving 
them their choice of propoſing queſtions to him, or of his 
propoling queſtions to them, Emelia propoſed to him, 
« Whence is it, that a Chriſtian for ordinary enjoyeth 
more of enlargement in praying alone, than in praying 


with others?“ D. C. a perſecuted miniſter, coming to 


her father's houſe, reſolved to preach there next Lord's 

day. But his ſtudies not ſucceeding to his with, he ſuſ- 
pected that the Lord had not called him to preach there 
at that time; and propoſed to ſet o on the Saturday to 


another place. By his friend's'1mportunity, he was per- 


ſuaded to make a new trial. Sie being preſent, and hear- 
ing all this, after a little while, went to him alone by 
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herſclf, and aſked him, whether he was preparing to 
preach ?z Struck with the gravity and confidence of a 
mere child, he anſwered, that he was not. She replied, 
Sir, go and pray. He anſwered, Yes, I will, if you 
will pray with me. After both he and ſhe had prayed 
together, he found himſelf ſo refreſhed and ſtrengthen- 
ed, that he immediately reſolved to ſtay, and preached 
the whole day, with much power and liberty, to the 
great benefit of the hearers, and perhaps to none more 
than to her, whoſe heart the Lord opened to hear with a 
deep concern, and cloſe application. Much about the 
ſame time, a young woman, A. R. under dreadful temp- 
tations, obſtinately refuſed taking of meat, as ſhe look- 


ed on herſelf to have no right to it; till one day, Emelia 


going into her chamber, among other expoſtulations, 
told her, that the devil was beguiling her; aud that, 
were ſhe in her place, ſhe would beguile the devil, and 


not obey him, but obey the Lord, in taking meat, that 


ſhe might live. Her reaſonings were bleſſed by God to 
the poor woman's deliverance. That ſame woman, under 


an after temptation, having left off prayer, thechild's diſ- 


courſe to her, and praying with her, was bleſſed for her 


relief. 


Notwithſtanding the care of her and her companions 


co conceal their ſociety- meetings, ſome, prompted by 

curioſity or otherwiſe, endeavoured to overhear what 
> paſled among them. One day, while they were met, a 
> judicious Chriſtian concealed himſelf in an adjacent cloſet 


tor this purpoſe. After they had met, and before any 
of them had prayed, a complaint was given in againſt 


M. M. the oldeſt of them all by three or four years: 
(.) That ſhe had heard a curate preaching in the church 
of Strathmiglo, upon a Lord's day. (2.) That being in 
da company at prayer, ſhe had been ſeen laughing. (3.) 


That ſhe had ſpoken evil of ſome godly perſons, The 
meeting being conſtituted into a kind of judicature, of 
which Emelia was the preſes, M. M. replied, that be- 
ing lodged in a friend's houſe, that uſed to frequent 
Preſbyterian meetings, ſhe knew not but they were go- 
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ing that day to one; and that ſhe was forry ſhe had been 
ſo enſnared, and reſolved to do ſo no miore ; That her 
laughter in the time of prayer was occaſioned by a young 
woman's awakening from ſleep, and oddentanglement by 
her chair on which ſhe leaned, and her own ſtool: That 
ſhe had not ſpoken evil of ſuch perſons, but with regret 
had mentioned ſome things which had been ſaid. The 
reſt of the members, after hearing this, referred the de- 
ciſion to their preſes, who propoſed, that M. M. ſhould 
not beſdebarred from the meeting, or from converſe: but 
fince offence had been both given andtaken in this matter, 
ſhe ſhould not be allowed to pray with them for the 
ſpace of a month ; that, ducing that time, they might 
have opportunity to obſerve her deportment, and {he to 
improve herſelf by her good behaviour. Such was the 
grave, impartial, and wiſe procedure of this young ju- 
dicatory, directed by their preſident. 

Being ordinarily employed to deliver the alms of the 
family to the poor, ſhe followed them to the outer gate, 
and inſtructed them, and warned them, that their wicked 
lives, their ſwearing, drinking, profanation ef the Sab- 
bath, and other crimes, would bring them to hell: and 
one day ſhe chid her mother, that ſhe, like others, would 
give meat or old caſt clothes to beggars, and yet never 
be at pains to teach them that they had ſouls, or teach 
them a queſtion of the Catechiſm. One day ſhe told a 
miniſter, that ſhe thought the renegade beggars were 
the accurſed poſterity of Cain, ſentenced by God to be 

Fugitives and vagabonds in the earth; and that every 
pariſh ought to keep, provide for, and teach their own 
poor ; by which means much abominable wickedneſs, 
and rath on account of it, might be prevented. 

About the eighth year of her age, her father, who 
was clerk to the King's ſtewartry of Fife, was commanded 
to take the declaration, and threatened in caſe of his re- 
fuſal. Notwithſtanding his full reſolution not to comply, 
he, for trial, propoſed the caſe to his child, and repreſented, 
how his refuſal might not only provoke the Prelatiſts to 


oy 


— 


3 gg. 


r 


66% * e 


ER OOD =o 1 fu e 


7. 
in the Life of EMELIA GEDDIE. T3 


take his place from him, but even his eſtate; and then they 
would have nothing to live upon. As her deep concern 
for the church and land had led her to an underſtanding 
of the ſinful nature of that oath, ſhe begged of him not 
to take it, but let them live by faith, and God would 
provide for them, without their uſing any unlawful 
means of ſubſiſtence ; and added, that ſhe would go and 
ſerve ſome lady, that would give her meat and old 


clothes; and thus ſhe would fave all her wages for ſup- 


porting of him and her mother. Behold what an hatred 
of ſinful compliance ! and what fervent and dutiful af- 
fection to parents! And a miniſter, one day over- 
hearing her ſecret prayer, thought every ſentence ſeem- 
ed to come from the very bottom of her heart. Among 


bother ſuits, ſhe particularly inſiſted for the Lord's de- 


livering of Meſſ A. D. and R. G. from their impri- 
ſonment in the Baſs; eſpecially for the firſt, whoſe deli- 
verance was ſoon after wonderfully effected. In the 
ninth year of her age, ſome boys fell upon her, as ſhe was 
going to ſchool, and almoſt beat her to death, becauſe ſhe 
would not ſwear to them, that ſhe would be no more 2 
Whip, but go to church and hear the curate. When ſhe 
heard next day, that their parents had ſeverely corrected 
them for their conduct, ſhe replied, that, for her part, 
ſhe freely forgave them, as they knew no better. 
Underſtanding that her ſchoolmiſtreſs, whom ſhe con- 
fidered as a great bleſſing to her, and to the place, was 
like to be expelled from it, on account of non-conformi- 
ty to Prelacy, ſhe endeavoured to prevail with ſome of 
her aſſociates, to ſpend ſome time in joint prayer, that 
God would detain their miſtreſs among them ; but that 
failing, ſhe ſpent ſome time in prayer for that purpoſe 
by herſelf, and was encouraged by the Lord's impreſſion 


of that word on her mind, © Fear not, only believe.” Her 
; requeſts were ſo remarkably granted, that, notwithſtand- 


ing all poſſible means were uſed to baniſh her miſtreſs 

from the place, ſhe lived there as long as ſhe pleaſed, 

with much quietneſs. One day her mother had con- 
| "Eb; 
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ſented to let her go to a prrny-wedding of a near rela- 
tion's ſervant, her ſchoolmiſtreſs, to whom ſhe gave an 
account of her ſpiritual concerns, from time to time, ſaid 
nothing, but defired her to read Ifa. xxii. 12. 13. 14. 
and inquire into the Lord's mind of it. Having done ſo, 
ſhe told her miſtreſs, that though ſhe had not, God, by 
that paſſage, had forbidden her to go to the wedding, as 
by it he is at this time calling us to faſting and mouvrne- 
ing, and praying, and to girding zvith ſackcloth ; whereas, 
if I had gone to that wedding, I had gone to feaſting, re- 
velling, and mirth; and behoved to have had a finer dreſs 
than ordinary ; none of which are ſuitable to the times, 
or to the condition of my father's family. A day or two 
after, ſome of her couſins, by their intreaties, decoyed 
her to go with them to a chamber of the houſe in which 
the marriage-entertainment had been held, where ſhe was 
an on-looker while ſome of the young gentlewomen 
danced. But her ſoul ſoon falling under a heavy damp, 
ſhe retired from the company to inquire of the Lord into 
the cauſe of it. And having eſſayed prayer, reading of 
the ſcripture, and meditation, without any ſenſible ſucceſs, 
ſhe went to prayer again; and the Lord convinced her 
of the evil of countenancing and encouraging the other 
children in their lightneſs and vanity, by her preſence 
with them. She humbly confeſſed and bewailed her fin 
before the Lord; and, in fo. doing, got ſuch clear diſ- 
coveries of pardon, and of Jeſus? love to her ſoul, and ſuch 
near embraces of him by faith, that ſhe could have been 
ſatisfied to have gone immediately to heaven, 

Being obſerved one day-to go very often out of the 
ſchool, contrary to her cuſtom, one traced her, and found 
that ſhe retired for prayer. On her return home, ſhe 
found that the perſecutors had carefully ſearched her 
father's houſe for papers, but had found none. Upon 
which ſhe retired, and gave thanks to the Lord for 
his merciful anſwering of her prayers ; and was much 


concerned for the Lord's return to this and other 


churches; and had clear diſcoveries of the Lord's coming 
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forth againſt his enemies, and making them flee as chaff 
before his preſence. Upon another day, ſhe came very 
cheerfully and pleaſantly to her miſtreſs, ſaying, I have 
gotten two great mercies. The one is, that the Lord 
will again appear gloriouſly in this land; and the other is, 
that he hath given aſſurance to my ſoul that I am his. 
Her miſtreſs having been abſent about a week, at her 
return aſked her, how it had gone with her foul? She 
replied, I have been ſore aflaulted with Satan's tempta- 
tions; but having got that word, © The ſeed of the woman 
ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent,” he went away. Soon 
after, I was ſo plagued with lightneſs of heart, that, to 
be rid of it, I could have withed to have been in my 
former tempted condition. Next, I was taken up a- 
bout ſuffering for truth ; and found, that I am neither 
able to ſuffer nor to flee. And then I got clear diſ- 
coveries of the ſufferings of Chriſt, which would diſpoſe 
my heart to ſuffer for him. Upon a Sabbath-day, when 
ſhe and another child were praying and reading ſermons 
in her father's garden, a girl came in upon them, who 
had been one of their focicty,, but had gone to church 
that day, aad fell a plucking of the flowers. Where- 
upon Emelia ſaid to her, Theſe are the fruits of the 
curates preaching, even breaking of the Sabbath. 

In conference, the a{ked a friend, What good do you 
get of ſcriptures which come paſſingly into your mind 
through the day? Her friend put back the queſtion to 
her, and ſhe anſwered, They divert my mind from va- 
nities, but they do not promote the exerciſe of godli- 
neſs in my ſoul, unleſs I get them from God by prayer, 
or elſe go to him by prayer with them, She aſked her 
mother, if ſhe had prayed for him who was perſecuting 
them, and had poſſeſſion of their eſtate ? Her mother an- 
ſwering, that ſhe had not, ſhe modeſtly replied, I think 
you ſhould have done it. I have been trying it, as I 
could ; and do think, that none but ſuch a rod was fit 
for us. But he will be brought low, and your hands 


ſhall not be on him, You ſhall return end poſſeſs your 
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own; and in your return ſhall have nothing to do, but 
to ſee the ſalvation of the Lord. All which came exatt- 
ly to paſs. Being at Kirkaldy, and underitanding that 
ſome who had but juſt heard ſermons, were intent on 
fi hearing more, the ſaid, theſe people are like to ſome 
4 horſes, which pull a great deal of fodder from the rack, & 
and tread it under their feet, eating little or nothing of it. i 
We ſhould be like the horſes which eat what they pull 
down. When we have heard a ſermon, it were good 
for us to chew the cud, by meditating on that which we 
have gotten, ere we look for more. Having heard a . 
ſermon againſt back/{iding, ſhe was very much affected by — 
it in her mind, as ſhe had not ſet apart a time to praiſe £ 
the Lord for his merciful deliverance of her, in a great 
piece of a ſlate falling on her, ſo as to touch her clothes, 
without in the leaft hurting her, though ſhe had uſed 
ſolemnly to thank him for leſs matters. 2 
On her way to London, with her parents, in the tenth 
year of her age, they happened to have a Popiſh lady in 
the coach with them, wlio took delight to converſe with 
her on religious matters; and having endeavoured to 
perſuade her of purgatory, ſhe replied, that ſhe had read | 
and heard from ſcripture of heaven and hell, but never of 
purgatory ; and that ſhe ſaw no ground to believe it. | 
The lady inſiſted, what became of the patriarchs that j 
died before Chriſt's coming in the fleſh. She replied, 
that all theſe lived and died in the faith of Jeſus Chriſt to 
come in the fleſh, Heb. xi. 13. John viii. 56. Pſal. xvi. 8. 
and by virtue of his ſatis faction they were ſaved, as 
all the elect ſhall be from the beginning of the world to 
the end of it. The lady highly commended her, and 
lamented that ſhe had not ſome to educate her in the 
way of their church. Being preſent at the diſpenſation of 
1 the Lord's ſupper, in a Preſbyterian meeting-houſe, 
1 though ſhe thought herſelf too young and ignorant to 
be a partaker, ſhe was obſerved to weep much, as co- 
vertly as ſhe could, and ſaid, I ſaw much glory and beau- 


Fil ty in that ordinance, My heart was exceedingly affect- 4 
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ed with theſe words, The ſame night in which he was 
betrayed, he took bread, and brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; 
this is my body which is broken for you, this do in remem- 
brance of me, 1 Cor. xi. 23.—26.; and with the /n 
of it, when he was juſt going to ſuffer from men, and 
to endure the wrath of God; which, to me, held forth 
his love as paſt all finding out. This made me look 
about, that I might ſee if any was able to reſiſt the 
power and love which I ſaw and felt; that the Lord 
Jeſus ſhould have looked on men, the fame night in 
which he was betrayed ; and far more, that he ſhould 
have given them ſuch a token for good. Being intreated 
to go to a darcing-ſchool, for a while, the went one day 
to obſerve their conduct. But no perſuaſion could move 
her to go again. I cannot endure, ſaid the, their light- 
neſs of ſpeech and behaviour, nor the danger of bad. 
company. Nor could ſhe endure to ſee her ſchoolfel- 
lows ſo much taken up about delicacy of food, or vain 
apparel. 

Returning from England, after about ſeventeen months 
ſtay in it, the went to Ayr, to viſit her grand-parents. 
Being; there afflicted with a violent. cholic, which laſted: 
feventeen hours, ſhe, as ſoon as able to ſpeak, ſaid, Now I. 
know the truth of what I have often heard. For, if I 
had died in this caſe, I could not have had one compoſed 
nought of God, of Chriſt, of death, or judgement; and 
exhorted all about her not to delay their thoughts of, 
or preparations for death, till they were laid on a ſick- 
bed: For, ſaid ſhe, I find ſickneſs hath enough to do for 
itſelf. After her recovery, ſhe was more cloſe and 
ſexious in ſelf-examination, and every other point of 
practical religion. | 

About this time, the Lord, as it were, anew carried 
her through all the ſteps of eu calling. Satan 
tempted her, that ſhe had time enough before her to be 
religious. Let your childhood once paſs, (ſaid he), and 
then remember your Creator in the days of your Y OUTH.”? 


She feared, that all the religion which ſhe had might only 
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be owing to her good education. After ſhe had continued 
in great trouble of mind for ſeveral weeks, the Lord 
gave her more clear and diftin& views of original fin, 1 
and of the enmity of her nature againſt God, than ever 
before. I believe that great truth of original ſin, ſaid K 
the, from Rom. v. 12. © By one man fin entered into the (4 
world, and death by fin ; and fo death paſſed upon all 
men, for that all have ſinned.” It is reaſonable that we 
be ſharers of the guilt, ſince we would have enjoyed the | 
privileges, had our firſt parents ſtood. How that fin |, Þ 
was conveyed to me, or works in me, I do not know; * 
but I am convinced, that I was ſhaper in iniquity, and — 
conceived in in. I feel a hard heart in me, a heart 
deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked. Under 
this deep and afflicting ſenſe of her loſt eſtate, and utter 
diſtance from the Lord, ſhe continued for a time juſti- 
fying him, whatever he ſhould do with her ; feeing the 
neceſſity of a Saviour, but could not be perſuaded, that he # 
would look on ſuch a polluted wretchas her. In this ſtrait 


the Lord ſet home that word upon her ſpirit, John iii. 16. 4 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, E 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but *. 


have everlaſting life.” Then, ſaid ſhe, I was made to ſee 
2 poſſibility of my being ſaved, only by the Lord Jeſus: 
But I find, not only mability, but alſo unwillingneſs to 
eome to him. And that ſcripture was borne in upon me, 
2 Cor. v. 21. © He hath made him to be fin for us, who Wo 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of H 
God in him.“ This more fully held forth the Lord Jeſus | | 
to me, as our Surety and rightœouſneſs. But, alas! I am { 
fo great a ſinner, and ſo unwilling to be denied to my F 
own righteouſneſs, that my troubles and fears are in- 
creaſed, even by the hearing of him ; becauſe I cannot 
come to him for righteouſneſs and ſalvation. I was ſore: 7 
toſſed, and became almoſt hopeleſs. I ſaw that there 
was no help, but by coming to the Lord Jeſus; and yet 
I found an utter unwillingneſs to go out of him. Alas! 


ſaid I, ſhall I die thus eternally? Then, in my diſtreſs, 


the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am the chief.“ It 
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that word was given me, Luke xix. 10. © The Son of man 
came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt 3? which in- 
ftantly calmed my ſpirit, and ſhewed me that there was 
more than a poſhbility of ſalvation for me. Another 
word followed, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful faying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into 


came with ſuch power, that I was ſweetly drawn, and 
even compelled to come in. I was made willing to part 
with my own righteouſneſs, and to take the Lord Jeſus 
for all things. After this, I was enabled, through grace, 
more fully to prize him, and ſaw him more lively in 
every thing; and I was made more humble, and e 
to mourn for fin, in a more kindly manner. 
Some days after, being fick, ſhe aſked a friend, that 
was fitting by her, whether there was ſuch a word in the 
Bible, as, Himſelf took our infirmities, and bare our 
ſickneſs ?”? Her friend anſwered, there was, and read it 
from Matth vin. 17. She was filent at that time; ; but 
next day ſaid, The word which you read yellernght 
was made a bleſſed word to me: He himſelf ! Oh! what 
an one is He himſelf ! I got, by faith, a more full diſ- 
covery of him, through the vail of his fleſh, than ever I. 
had attained before. I ſaw him as Ged-inan, reconciling 
the world to himſelf! and even ſuch finners as J am. 
Oh! what love and bowels of compaſſion did I ſee in him 
to ſinners, and that from all eternity! which comforted 
my poor, wearied, and languiſhing ſoul, and made me 
to rejoice in God my Saviour. After this, Satan endea- 
voured to perſuade her, that her cloſing with Chriſt was 
all preſumption, and that it was merely to get peace and 
quietneſs, not from any love to God, or hatred of ſin, 
nor yet for rigliteouſneſs in and from Chriſt. And he 
brought in ſeveral places of ſcripture, to prove that her 
heart was not right with God. But ſhe was relie ved by 
the powerful impreſſion of that word, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
% though my houſe be not fo with God, yet he hath 
made with me an everlaſting covenaat, ordered in all things 
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and ſure; and this is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire.” 


By theſe exerciſes ſhe was taught to ſee her own weakneſs - 


and unbelief, and to diſcern Satan's wiles more clearly 
than ever, —and to obſerve, that ſcriptures impreſſed by 
the Lord made a divine light to break up in her ſoul, 
and led her to Chriſt : but thoſe impreſſed by Satan, 
tended to fill her ſoul with confuſion, and to diſcourage 
her heart, and fill it with hard thoughts of God ; and 
to obſerve, that whenever ſhe received any word from 
the Lord, for confirming her faith, or directing her walk, 
either Satan was permitted to tempt her, or ſhe was 
tried by ſome croſs providences. 

The Prelatic perſecutors having 1mpriſoned her father 


in Edinburgh, he had caught ſuch a hoarſeneſs, as that 


he could not ſpeak but under breath; and ſo got a pro- 
miſe to have his appearance before the Privy Council 
delayed. His friends were eaſy, not expecting that he 
would be called. Emelia, having retired, returned to 
her mother, and ſaid, I think my father wall be called 
before the Council this night; let us all go to prayer for 
him. The company agreed, providing that ſhe would 
begin; which ſhe did; and intreated the Lord, that he 
might not only be kept from ſinning, and delivered out 
of priſon, but alſo be enabled to ſpeak freely before them. 
Her requeſts were evidently granted; and, contrary to 
all expectation, her father appeared before the Council 
that night, had his hoarſeneſs taken away, ſpake aloud 
and freely, and was ordered to be ſet at liberty without 
any bonds or engagements. , 

Being fick one day, ſhe ſaid, I have had but a hck life 
of it; and if it were the Lord's will, as to what concerns 
myſelf, I would be away. But if it tend to the glory of 


God, and comfort. of my parents, I am content to live, 


and to be denied to my own deſires. Perhaps it was at 


this time, that, being aſked what was the cauſe of that 


heavineſs under which ſhe ſcemed to be, ſhe anſwered, 
I ſee great and ſore troubles coming on the church and 


people of God in this land, and great warnings are given 
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them to enter into their chambers, and hide themſelves, 
till the indignation be overpaſt; and added, As for me, 
the Lord will hide me in the hollow of his hand, I ſhall 
not ſee theſe evil days. O that his people would flee to 
his promiſes, and to the bleeding wounds of Jeſus Chriſt! 
In theſe only there is ſafe hiding in a dark and gloomy 
day. 

One obſerving to her, that ſhe did not call her parents 
Sir and Miſtreſs, as other children did, ſhe rephed, 
that ſhe was ready to addreſs them in that manner, if it 
was their pleaſure; but that the mentioning of the re- 
lation raiſed awe and reverence in her ſpirit, when ſhe 
ſpake to them; and that ſhe found, that the ancient 
patriarchs and their children uſed to mention the relation 
in ſpeaking to each other. Being occaſionally in a houſe, 
where the obſerved that the lady was almoſt continually 
reproving and chiding her children, ſhe withed that her 
ladyſhip would ſet apart ſome of that time, which ſhe 
ſpent in chiding her children, to pray for them, as con- 
{tant chiding made them careleſs of reproof, and harden. 
ed them in the evils for which they were reproved. 

Being for about four months in a country-place, where 
ſhe had no opportunity of public ordinances, and but 
little of Chriſtian conference, one aſked her, how ſhe 
ſpent the Sabbath? ſhe replied, that, though that often 
gave her uneaſy thoughts before hand, yet ſhe might 
truly avow 1t to the glory of God, and for the encou- 
ragement of others to love him, and truſt in him, that 
the had found him faithful, who hath promiſed to keep 
alive poor ſouls in times of famine; and that he had 
ſometimes brought to her remembrance what ſhe had 
formerly heard preached, and at other times had en- 
abled her to reflect, for her comfort and eſtabliſhment, 
how he had led her in trme paſt ; and hail ſo breathed 
upon the ſcriptures, which ſhe read or repeated, that 
when they called her to ſupper, ſhe was loth to leave 
her retirements, and return to company ; and regretted 


that the Sabbath went over ſo ſoon. Being in conference 
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with a godly perſon who had been at Edinburgh, ſhe 
was anxious to hear how matters were going with the 
Lord's people, through the land? how it went with 


them in ſecret ? and what they found of his preſence 


and power in ordinances? Why do you aſk that? ſaid 
the perſon. She replied, It 15 not ſo with me in my re- 
tirements as once it was. Then my heart and work fell 
natively to my hand, and I came off from it refreſhed ; 
but now the great part of my time 1s ſpent in bringing 
up my heart to a tune for prayer ; and when I come 
from it, I am burdened and wearied. I think no body is 
in ſach an evil caſe, and hath a heart fo bad and ſlothful 
as mine; neither do I find that in the word preached, 


which 1 once did. I would gladly hear, that it is better 


with others than with me. 

After three.years abſence from her miſtreſs at Falk- 
land, ihe, at her defire, gave her an account how it had 
been with her foul, how ſhe had been oppreſſed with 
fears of her being in a natural ſtate, alarmed with the 
great length that hypocrites may go, and grieved that 
ſhe had not attained ſuch diſtin&uets in her experiences 
as others had done; that the Lord had more fully con- 
vinced her of the dreadful nature of an unregenerate 
eſtate, and of ſinners utter diſtance from God, and of the 
deceitfulneſs and deſperate wickedneſs of her heart; and 
had ſhewed her the way of ſalvation through Chriſt, 
and made her heartily to approve of it, and enter into 
covenant with him; and had given her ſuch intimations 
of his everlaſting love, that ſhe could not afterwards 
doubt of it. 

Finding that the exerciſe of her mind weakened her 
body, ſhe reſolved to ſlight the temptations of Satan, and 
take no notice of them, and go to the Lord by prayer, 
whenever ſhe found her corruptions mightily ſtirring 
within her, and beg that he would ſtrengthen her againſt 
them, expecting that thus the burden of them might 


be either taken off her, or ſtrength given her to reſiſt 
them. Hearing two godiy perſons conferring concern» 
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ing the Lord's way with them, and his providences, 
&c. ſhe ſaid, Theſe are no myſteries to me; but, Oh! 
that I knew them in my own ſoul! The vain talk of 
other children being a burden to her, ſhe diverted her- 
ſelf much in taming and feeding of birds, as ſhe found 
her ſpirits behoved to be ſometimes flackened by re- 
creations. But even in that her ſoul was edified, in ob- 
ſerving how harmleſs and grateful beaſts are: aroe known 
to her having, for more than a year, every day kindly 
viſited a plonghman who had delivered it from the 
hounds. She obſerved the wiſdomof God in birds drink. 
ing none before they can fly for it; and in very little 
food ſerving pullets at once; and in their dams dividin 
that little which ſhe ean bring at once, to them all; and 
in their gladneſs, when they are let ont of their cage, 
or have it cleanſed. This, ſaid ſhe, reproves me, that I 
labour not more to get my heart frequently cleanſed 
from fin, that my foul may rejoice at the returns of 
the Spirit of grace, who will not dwell in a polluted 
heart, but delights in a clean and contrite ſpirit. 

Being at dinner in a gentlewoman's houſe, along with 
Mr J. C. and ſundry perſons of honour, who were all 
exceedingly damped on account of the defeat of their 
friends at Bothwell-bridge, the miniſter urged her to tell 
her thoughts of that diſpenſation of providence, At laſt, 
in obedience to her father's command, ſhe modeſtly re- 
plied, that God's providences have ordinarily two ſides; 
and that they now ſaw the dark fide; but ſhe hoped, that 
the light fide would afterwards appear; and that it be- 


came them humbly and quietly to wait upon the Lord 
in the way of duty, till it ſhould pleaſe him to diſcover it. 


She learned much of the ſcriptures by heart, particularly 
the 8th of the Romans, which ſhe ſaid was a whole Bible 
to her, Heb. xi. John xiv. xv. xvi. xvii. moſt of the So 

of Solomon, many pſalms and chapters of Job; ſaying, 
that the time might come, that ſhe ſhould not have them 
to read; and ſhe could not live without the PRECIOUS * 
BIBLE. Some miniſters had great delight in converſing 
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with her, and even mentioned what they met with, in 
their ſermons, as rare inſtances from a child, and exem- 
plary to the oldeſt and moſt experienced Chriſtian. ' 
Along with a moſt delightful modeſty, a ſweet ſavour 
of Chriſt ran through her letters. In 1675, the wrote 
to her father, who was then in London, —“ I pray that 
you may be guided in your way, and not left to fin 
againſt God; for this 1s a very trying time, and the 


people of God are under many temptations. You have 


need to watch over your heart now. The Lord bring 
you to your journey's end. I defire you may bring me 


home a new Bible, and the Confeſſion of Faith, and Cate- 


chiſms, with the Covenants, and Scriptures at length.” — 
About three years after, ſhe wrote to her mother,-— 
« Weare all in good health, bleſſed be the Lord. O that 
I had grace to improve health, and every thing, and all the 
changes of our lot! I think the Lord hath been letting 
me know what it is to abound; and now, what it is to 
want the precious opportunities J had in Edinburgh, &c. 
on which times I cannot but refle& with delight, and 
ſay, The Lord was kind to me there, though I did not 
ſee it at the time, The Lord was then alluring un- 
worthy me; and yet I would not be allured. I ſee the 
Lord was kind to me for the time which is now come. 
The Lord is the {ame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever; 
yet all the comfort I have is when alone.” In another 


to a young lady, 1680, ſhe writes, My health I have 


had ever fince. O that I could make a good uſe of it, 
and work while it is called to-day ! and that I may not 
be found idle in the market-place ! For we have a parti- 
cular command to remember our Creator in the days 
of our youth.” And ſeeing that the Lord is allowing us 
encouraging promiſes, whereupon we may ground our 
hope, O! that we may hold them faſt againſt the day of 


temptation, that we may be able to anſwer Satan's ſug- 


geſtions, and not be put from our duty. It is his deſign to 
hinder us from waiting on the Lord; but there is nothing 
thatdoth ſo much diſconcertSatan as prayer and meditation. 
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A little before her laſt ſickneſs, ſhe hinted to ſome 


friends, that for two years paſt ſhe had never bowed a 


knee before the Lord, without ſome particular requeſts 
lying on her heart ; and that in order to this, as ſoon as 
mention was made of praying in her preſence, ſhe was 
enabled to look up to the Lord, and to confider the ſea. 
ſoi: in which ſhe was called to pray: And that the Lord 
was ſo condeſcending to her, as to put ſomething in her 


hand, either to pray for or againſt. But added, that 


her words eſpecially reſpected fecret prayer; and that, 
as to that, ſhe was kept obſerving and waiting what the 
Lord put into her hand, and what he accepted from her, 
and what returns ihe got. 

In the end of 1680, ſhe was ſeized with a violent flux 
and gravel, under which, notwithſtanding the tenderneſs 
of her body, ſhe bore her trouble with amazing pa- 
tience ; ſaying, I have been ſupported. I prayed for 
reſt, and I got it. I ſee that the Lord hears prayer, 
and gives his beloved ſleep. I am not weary of my bed; 
for my bed is green, and all that I meet with is per- 
fumed with love to me. The time, night and day, is 
made ſweet to me by the Lord. When it is evening, it 
is pleaſant; and when 1t 15 morning, I am refreſhed. 
She always heard and received the word of God with 
much life and vigour. Being aſked, what ſupported her 
under her ſore trouble? She replied, (I.) That ſhe looked 


- onitas the fruit of her ſin; and thought it her duty to bear 


the indignation of the Lord, becauſe {he had ſinned againſt 


him. (2.) That ſhe was made to wonder, that it is not, 
and hath not beenalway ſo with her. (3.) That ſhe was 
helped to bleſs the Lord that it was not worſe. 4.0 
That means were uſed for her health, and ſhe looked up to 
the Lord to bleſs them, in ſo far as for his glory and her 
good. (5.) That, through grace, ſhe was ſubmiſſive to 
the will of God, whether for life or for death. (6.) That 


the had the faith, that it would be better with her; 


and reckoned, that the afflictions of this life are not wor- 


thy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed. 
1 0 
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As, in health, ſhe had been much given to prayer, even 
in the night, when ſhe awaked ; ſo now, in her trouble, 
ſhe uſed to pray twice every night, with them that at- 
tended her. 

Both day and night, her ſoul was much raviſhed with 
the words of God, impreſſed on it by the Holy Ghoſt, 
particularly, Matth. ix. 2. 6. © Be of good cheer ; thy fins 
be forgiven thee. Know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive fins.” Iſa. xl. 2. © Speak comfortably, 
and cry unto her, that her wartare is accompliſhed, and 
her fin is pardoned.” John xiv. 19. 20. 4 Becauſe I live, 
ye ſhall ive alſo. At that day ye {hall know, that I arn in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you.” Prov. xxiii. 26, 
« Give me thy heart.” To the lait ſhe rephed, O rea- 
ſonable demand! If I had a thouſand hearts, thou art 
worthy of them all, who art the Lord my God: and none 
hath right, but thy great ſelf. But when I conſider the 
nature of my heart, I wonder that ever he thould have 
tought ſuch a filthy puddle as that, deceitful and deſpe- 
rately wicked, She cauſed them to ſing the 23d pfalm, 
laying, My weakneſs is fo great, that I cannot fing aloud ; 
yet my heart joins with the words; and I have ſuch a feel- 
ing and experimental knowledge of that whole palm, as 
helps me to ſing it with great joy and love to the Lord. 

On Saturday night ſhe often ſaid, that to-morrow 
would be her laſt Sabbath in time, and expreſl=d her vehe- 
ment longing for the everlaſting Sabbath. On Sabbath, 
after reflecting on herſelf for ſleeping till eight o'clock, 
the ſpent ſome time in ſecret prayer and meditation, and 
then brake out in a raviſhing commendation of Chriſt, 
from kis natures and offices, and eſpecially from the 
names given to him in ſcripture, the bright and morning 
Star, the Lion of the 1rihe of Fudahb, the Lamb flain from 
the foundation of the wortd, the Rock which followed his 
people in all ages, the C of ten thouſands, the chief 
of all to mc, e And then lamented, that though 
Paul got rent uptakings of Chriſt, and Rutherford right 
uptakings of him, the could ger nothing to the purpoſe, 
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About eight o'clock at niglit, her attendants, thinking 
that ſhe was juſt expiring, called for a light. She fmiled, 
and ſaid, I ſhall not die yet; for I want that promiſed 
preſence of God, which I have long believed, I thall havs 
in the moments of death. After the had exhorted her 
comrades preſent to ſpend more of their time in ſeeking 
God, and to ſtudy a life of holineſs, ſhe, about twa 
hours before her death, ſat ſtraight up, and lifting up her 
eyes and hands towards heaven, in a moſt lively, and ſo- 
lemn manner, pleading the promiſes which God had 
ſpoken to her heart, and implored mercies for herſelf, 
her parents, and the ſuffering church and people of God. 
And ſoon after, pleaſantly fell aſleep in Chriit, A. D. 
1681, in the ſixteenth year of her age. 


II. CHRISTIAN KER laboured under a waſting bodily 
diſtemper from the ſixth year of her age. She had a wiſe 
and acute natural judgement. Her religious education, 
by inſtruction, counſel, and example, and her continued 
trouble, which made her apprehend the vanity of earthly: 
things, and abandon the love of them, were bleſſed of 
God to render her remarkably pious. About fourteen 
months before her death, for five or {1x weeks ſhe was 
under great fear and dread of the wrath of God. One 
night, about eleven o'clock, ſhe called one that was in 
the room, and finding that there was none elle preſent, 
the ſaid, This hath been a ſtrange day to me. It hath 
been 2 day of: many doubts and fears, but the Lord hath 
delivered me out of them all; and I know that he will 
make me happy. Her friends hinted to her, that ſhe had 
need to be very wary, as frequently Satan ſtrives to make 
people it down on a falſe hope where there is no ground 
of peace; and aſked her, what had comforted her? Was 
it that God was merciful, and ſhe truſted to that? Or, 


was it that Chriſt Lad dicd formerly, and ſhe truſted to 
chat? Or had the been enabled to lay hold upon any 
fſeripture-promiſe? The child cried out, © It is that, it 
is that.” He hath ſaid, that © whoſoever cometh to him, 
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he will in no wiſe caſt out.“ And J am ſure, I have 
done that; and I will truſt him; I will ever truſt him. 
After this, ſhe way never known to be under any inward 
terror. 

Two of her near relations being preſent with her at 
Edinburgh in the end of January 1702. She cried out 
to one of them, Oh ! were it not for the hope of hcaven, 
could not bear this trouble. Her friend replying, that 
heaven would make her amends for all: To which ſhe 
rephed, Vea: there are no ſores there. It may be, at death, 
there will be pain; but that will ſcon be over. There 
are two places of ſeriĩpture very comfortable to me: The 
one 1s, © Suffer little children to come unto me: for of ſuch 
is the kingdom of heaven,” Mark x. 14. The other is, 
In the volume of thy book it is written of me, I delight 
to do thy will, O my God,” Pal. xl. 8. After which 
words, ſhe cried out, O to think how willing Chriſt was 
to die for finners ! 

On the 31ſt of January, ſhe was ſeized by ſickneſs, 
and perceived that her death approached near. The 
Lord in a more remarkable manner manifeſted himſelf to 
her, to the diſcernment of all that ſaw her. She ap- 
peared altogether raviſhed with the love of Chriſt. Ten 
thouſand worlds ſeemed to her, in compariſon of him, as 


nothing. Her heart was lifted up, in the contemplation 


of the heavenly manſions, where ſhe would get a crown 
on her head, and a new ſong in her mouth. How 
affect ionate were her commendations of Chriſt, from her 
own ſenſible experience of his glory, power, and grace! 
Seeing her mother looking at her, ſhe cried out, O mo- 
ther, mother ! Jam going to get Chriſt. I now hope 
in him. He will not leave me. I have given myſelf to 
him. He will not forſake me now. I am going to em- 
brace him. He will meet me. O rejoice and be glad 
with me. I am going to get a glorious crown—a crown 


of many pardons. Her father coming to her, ſhe intreat- 


ed him alſo to rejoice ; and ſaid, You would rejoice, if J 


were healed of my bodily trouble, and would love that 
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perſon who had healed me. But thould not we love 
Chriſt more, that will heal xy foul, and take me to him- 
ſelf, and make me for ever happy? I do not deſire to live 
in this world. If you could give me the whole univerſe, 
J would rather die than live. Chriſt hath died for me. 
Chriſt is better to me than all the world. I truſt to the 
merits of Chriſt, Upon the croſs, he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghoſt, having ſuid, IC ig u At the 
repetition” of which words, the icerned to exult and 
triumph. ; 
Mr G. A. coming to viſit her the next day, aſked 
her, how ſhe was? She rephed, I am not well; but I 
vill be well. Being aſked, if {hc was coatent ro die? 
She ſaid, Yes. Being aiked, v-here her hope was? and 
what the had done that made her believe that Chir it had 
died for her? the rephed, that all her hope was in the 
merits. of Curiſt, who had died for her; and that ihe 
' knew that ſhe deſerved damnetion inſtead of faivaticn : 
but that he is a good as weil as a juſt God. I have given 


ws myſelt away to him, and he hath ſaid,, W holoever co- 
to meth unto him, he will in no wile caſt out.“ ; That jame 
p- day, taking her brother R. by the hand, the laid, My dea: 
* R. ſeek the Lord; love Chriſt; give yourſelf away to him, 
NE and he will keep you. Although you ſhould have many 
= enemies againſt you, the Lord will preſerve you; and as 
r fſurc as your hand is in mine, you will find him, if you 
1 7 ſeek him. I am going to get a crown of glory to my 


er , Head, anda ſong of praiſes in my mouth: To her ſiſter M. 
8 | 4 the ſaid, My dear M. feek the Lord, give yourſelf away 
. 


to him, and he will be found of you. Give yourſelf away 


pe once, twice, thrice, to him, and you will ſurely get him. 
Ta It is true, if you try this way, Satan will be your enemy, 
TY as he hath been mine for ſome time, and taken the 
= thought out of my heart, when I had praying words in 
27 4 my mouth. But that is nothing; ſeek God, and he will 
wa defeat Satan. See that you pray yourſelf, and cauſe K. 
71 pray; for the 1s ſo young, that I need not ſpeak to her. 
_ And what ſhall I fay of J.? I even leave him upon 
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God. Read the ſcriptures much. My long trouble hath 
hindered me from reading as much as I would; but I 
bleſs God that I have found much good of the Bible. 
Next evening ſhe took her mother by the had, and 
ſaid, Dear mother, do not grieve for me, but rejoice 
with me in my joy. Though I have great trouble on 
my body, 1t 1s not ſo great as you think. It 1s from the 
Lord, and I will bear it. He will ſupport me : his ever- 
laſting arms will bear me up. You perhaps ſometimes 
ſee a tear in mine eye; but I do not think that it is either 
pain or fear that occaſions it. No, it is rather joy. 
Dear mother, remember that I was but lent to you. I 
know, that when you borrow any thing, ye are as will- 
ing to give it back again, as you were to borrow it. 
And will you be unwilling to give me back to God, who 
lent me to you? If the Lord ſhould take all the reſt of 
your children from you, would you grudge, if he made 
as good account of them as he is now making of me? 
Do not therefore grieve, or weep. As for me, I will 
not weep one tear. I can leave father and mother, and 
all the world for Chriſt. She then deſired her mother 
not to look much upon her when dying, left ſhe ſhould 
be troubled =t it. The Lord, ſaid ſhe, will be with me ; 
his rod and ſtaff will comfort me. Overhearing her 
mother ſay to ſome in the room, O ſuch a child and 
comrade as the hath been! ſhe replied, «© Oh! mother, 
God will make up the want of me to you ; take him for 
your comrade. Often-times J have diverted you, by 
ſpeaking of worldly things : but God will converſe with 
you of things concerning your ſoul. I hope to meet 
with you and with my father in heaven; for I hope he 
is your God, and my father's God ; and that he will be 
my brethren and fifters God. Be not grieved for our 
parting a little now: for J hope we ſhall all meet again; 
and, O what a glorious meeting it will be, when we 
ſhall all meet in heaven!“ Her mother begged her to 
lie ſtill a while, and reſt herſelf, as ſhe had exhauſted her 
ſpirits by ſpeaking fo much, when ber body was ſo very 
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weak. She replied, © It doth me no hurt. It is not my 
weak body that is ſpeaking, it is the Spirit of God that 
ſupports my weak fpirit to fpeak.” She often, under 
raviſhments of joy and love, cried out, “I fee him co- 
ming, leaping over the mountains, and ſkipping over the 
hills of my fins. He is breaking down the partition-walls 
that I have raiſed !” | 

Mr ]. L. coming to viſit her, aſked her, how ſhe was? 
She anſwered, I hope I am going to Chriſt: He will not 
leave me. I truſt in him. He is coming now. Being 
aſked, if the was willing to die? Yes, ſaid the, I am 
willing, that in life or death the Lord do with me 
what he pleaſeth, if he but make me his, Which I hope 
he will do, for he is a good God. He will bear me up. 
I hope Chriſt is pleading for me with my Father. He 
will be with me, when I go through th: dark valley of 
the ſhadow of death, and his rod and ſtaff will comfort 
me. And ] will get a glorious crown of many pardons. 
Mr L. ſaid, You muſt have many fans, fince you need fo 
many pardons, Yes, faid ſhe, I have had many fins, 
many black ſcores of them, but there 1s a pardon at every 
ſcore. And I will hope in him, that he will not leave 


me. Being aſked, if ſhe uſed to pray? ſhe replied, Ves; 


and I bleſs God, have had many ſweet returns of prayer. 
Being aſked, what ſhe called returns of prayer! ſhe 
anſwered, that which I prayed for to myſelf, and that 
which others prayed for to me, is now all returned to me. 
Being afterwards aſked by one of her intimates, What 
were ſome of theſe returns of prayer? ſhe replied, I 
prayed, that God would give me the ſaving knowledge 
of himſelf; and I hope he hath done it. I know that 
others prayed for me, that whatever he did with me, he 
would work a ſaving change upon me, and that, if it were 
his will, I might be made to declare the great things 
which he had done for my ſoul. And hath he not 
done it? 


That ſame day Mr J. W. another miniſter of Edin- 


| burgh, coming to viſit her, aſked how ſhe was? and what 
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ſhe was doing? She anſwered, I am going to Chriſt, I 
will meet, I will embrace him. He hath died for me. 
J will get a crown of glory on my head, and a ſong of 
praiſes in my mouth. This is but a 8 world. 
have had little or nothing but trouble in it. Chritt is. 
better than a thouſand worlds, He aſked her, what ſhe 
thought of fin? She replied, that the thought it an ill. 
thing, and that the deſerved damnation on account of it; 
and acknowledged, that her neglect of prayer ſometimes, 
and her playing on the Sabbath-day, nad been matter of 
great grief to her; and that the terrors of God had 
ſometimes lam very heavy upon her, when ſhe wanted 
bim. After jhe had lain an hour, as if ſhe had been fat 
aſleep, ſhe cried out, in a tranſport, that ſhe thought ſhe 
ſaw the glories of heaven, and began to repreſent them; 
but ſtopt, when an unknown perſon entered the room. 
Her diſcourſe with Mr G. H. and W. C. miniſters of 
Edinburgh, was alſo very ſavoury ; ; which made Mr H. 
ſay, that he thought God had called him thither to-be 
edified by the child, and to wiſh that an Atheiſt were 
preſent to behold this proof of God's exiſtence and 
power; and Mr C. to ſay, that he ſaw nothing they 
could do, but thank God on her behalf, who had per- 
ſeed praiſe out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings. 
After ſhe had given her brother R. ſome further 
advices to ſeek the Lord, lhe ſaid to her father, Oh! ſhall 
I not love Chriit ? ſhall I not love him, who hath taken 
away my hard heart, and given me an heart of fleſh, to 
tremble at his word? To her mother, ſhe ſaid, O 
mother. I will get Chriſt, I will get him. I will get 
him. Her mother deſired the ſervant to lift her ſoftly 
to bed. Yes, ſaid ſhe, lift me; and within a little, Chriſt 
ſhall lift me to glory. On the morrow forenoon,, Fe- 
bruary 4th, ſhe died in the eleventh year of her age. 


III. A Dvtcn GMI expreſſeth the exerciſe. of her 
foul in this manner. By a ſermon, Pfal. ii. 12, © Kiſs ye 
the Son, leſt he be angry; i once his wrath begin to burn, 
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bleſſed are all they that truft in hum ;” I was brought 
under great diſtreſs of ſoul; and by a ſermon on Matth. 
iii. 12. Whoſe fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor. He will gather the wheat into his garner 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.“ 
The Lord made me clearly to ſce, that I was chaff, good 
for nothing, but to be burnt. After which, I could do 
nothing but ſeek Jeſus Chriſt, in hearing, reading, and 
praying. Many mocked me, and called me a hypocrite, 
or even poſſeſſed by the devil. But I could gladly bear 
all that, and much more, if I might but get an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and hold on in his way. By a ſermon from 1 Theſſ. 
v. 19. * Quench not the Spirit,” the Lord ſo diſcovered to 
me my great danger, and my abſolute need of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that my heart was conſtrained to cry out, Oh! I can no 
longer live without Chriſt, and fellowſhip with him! I 
could neither eat, drink, nor ſleep, till 1 found that pearl 
of great price. I had been much afraid, that I was not 


| forrowful enough for ſin, nor ſo duly broken-hearted as: 


others; and that the Lord Jeſus would never receive 
and ſave ſuch a wretch as I am. But the Lord hath 
made me to ſee and believe, that he is willing to receive 
me, Juſt as I am, and to fave me to the uttermoſt; but, 
alas! I have been hitherto unwilling, though now my 
whole heart's defire is to come willingly to him. I was 
made clearly to diſcern the Lord Jeſus in his ſufferings: 
and glorious exaltation, which made him exceedingly 
dear and lovely to me. And he ſaid to my ſoul, I am 
thy ſalvation. Sin and Satan have no more power over 
thee. Hereupen I laid all my ſins over upon him, and 
diſcerned him, as my bleſſed Surety, bear them all away. 
I renounced my covenants with fin and Satan ; and gave 


my heart to the Lord Jeſus, and truſted in him without 


doubting. I received him as my Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King; and he is become my everlaſting Bridegroom. 
Such ſcriptures as theſe came powerfully into my heart. 
* I have fought the good fight, I have kept the faith; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſ- 
neſs,“ 2 Tim. iv. 8. © It ſhall be ſaid of Zion, that this. 


34 The: Loung Chriſtian, exemplified 


man and that man was born there, and the higheſt him- 
ſelf ſhall eſtabliſh her. And they ſhall go from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before 
God,” Pal. IXxxvii. 5. and Ixxxiv. J.; which ſo filled 
me with love and joy, that I could do nothing but praiſe 
and give thanks. Now God is my Father. He drew 
me, elſe I could never have come to his dear Son. Now 
Jeſus is my elder brother, my lovely hutband, my king 
of glory. He will guide me and ſave me. Now God 1s 


my portion. I have an intereſt in the glorious perſons: 


of the Godhead. Though I am poor, and have no 
parents on earth, I have à wonderfully rich and gracious 


Father in heaven. O how I am dignified! I am now in 
the city of refuge, and have nothing to fear. I will 


willingly bear all ſcorn and reproach with the people of 
God, and deſpiſe the vanities and wickedneſs of this world. 
T would not change, though a man would give me all the 
ſubſtance of his houſe for one moment of this love of 
Chriſt, I am glad in the Lord. My ſpirit rejoiceth in 
God my Saviour. What ſhall J render to the Lord for 


all his benefits to me? I can render nothing, but only 


live on and to him. Now the devil hath no intereſt in 


me; the Lord Jefus hath overcome him. Though the 


Lord may ſuffer me to fall, he will not let me fall away 


from him. I hope he will keep me from burying that 
talent of grace Which he hath given me, and enable me 
to improve it for edification, I have unconverted rela- 


tions, who have ſhewed me much kindneſs, let me pray 


for them. What a mercy it is, that Chriſt hath ſo early 
drawn me to himſelf, who am not yet eleven years old! 


I have now continual need of reviving and ſtrengthening 
grace: let me ſeek it from Chriſt's fulneſs, in the ordi- 


nances of his appointment. Bleſſed be the Lord, that 


he made me diligent in attending the means of his grace, 
I often thought, that perhaps I might be converted at 


ſuch a ſermon, and reſolved to hold on, till tlie Lord 
Jeſus ſhould take and lead me, a poor blind creature, in 


ways which I knew not. And now, O what the Lord 
hath done for my foul ! 
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IV. SusanNna Bricks was born in Holland, A. D. 16 50. 
YH of very religious parents, whoſe chief care was about her 
7  Chrittian education. By means hereof, ſhe ſoon had a 

true favour and reliſh of the divine truths, which the 
Was taught, and made an admirable uſe of them in a 


; 5 ime of need. She was very dutiful to her parents, and 
of a very ſweet and humble temper ; and not only the 
ay but the power and eminency of religion, ſhone in 


her ſo clearly, that ſhe was not only a comfort to her 
1 Parents, but the admiration of many around. 


N. Being, 1 in 1664, ſeized with the then raging peſtilence, 


_ the with great ſeriouſneſs, and an air of triumph, faid, 
If thy law were not my delight, I ſhould periſh in my 
affliction.” Her father comforting her with the hopes, 
that the Lord would:be with her-in her trouble, Yea, 
Þ ſaid the, our heavenly Father doth chaſten us for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of his holineſs. No 
chaſtiſement ſeemeth for the preſent to be joyous, but 
F > grievous; but afterwards it yicldeth the peaceable fruits 


of righteouſneſs, to them that are exerciſed thereby. 


„And hfting up her eyes to heaven, ſhe cried, © Be mer- 
i -ciful to me, O Father, be merciful to me a Ganer, accord- 
i ing to thy word.” Then looking at her ſorrowful parents, 
4 ſhe faid, It is ſaid, © Caſt thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
hall ſuſtain thee; and he will never ſutter the righteous to 
. de moved.“ Ther efore, my dear father and mother, caſt 
all your care on him, who cauſcth all things togo well that 
concern you. Her mother ſaid to her, Dear child, I have 
had no fmall comfort from the Laird. in the firſt fruit of 
his grace, by which thou haſt been ſo much exerciſed 


Funto godlineſs, in reading the ſcripture, in prayer, and in 

gracious diſcourſe to your own and our edification. The 
Lord himſelf, who gave you to us, make up our loſs, if 
be take you from us. Dear mother. ſaid the, I muſt 


K 
70 Peave vou and Non me; but God will never leave us 3 


- 


36 7 he Young Chriſtian, exemplified 


Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of myhands,” 
Tfa. xlix. 15. 16. O comfortable words! mark, mother, 
how faſt the Lord keeps and holds his people, that he 
doth even grave them upon the palms of his hands. 
On the Lord's day, ſhe deſired to be remembered in the 
public prayers of the church, ſaying, that the effectual 
fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much. But, 
notwithſtanding her great affection to faithful miniſters, 
and her defire of their company, ſhe would not allow 
them to endanger themſelves, by viſiting her; but choſe 
rather to throw herſelf into the arms of the Lord, and to 
improve her knowledge of the ſcripture, and her former 
experiences, and the viſiting of private Chriſtians, one of 
whom was of great uſe to her foul. Though young, ſhe 
was exceedingly concerned forthe public intereſts of God 
and religion, for goſpel-miniſters, and for the fins, and for 
the decay of the power of godlineſs, in her oven country. 
Her eſteem of, and defire after God, made her cry out, 
Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none on 
earth that I defire befides thee ! O how do I long! even 
as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo my ſoul 
panteth after thee, O God. My ſoul thirſteth for God, 
for the living God. When ſhall I come and appear be- 
fore God? Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. and xlii. 1. 2. 
As ſhe had been a great hater of ſin, ſhe now, with 
much grief and ſelf-abhorrence, reflected on her ſinful- 
neſs; and eſpecially the corruption of her nature la 
heavy on her heart. Often ſhe cried out, Behold J was 
ſhapen in jniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive mc. 
I was altogether born in ſin. And ſpoke very judiciouſly 
of the old man, and new man, and of mortification, ſelf. 
denia}, and taking up the croſs, and following of Chriſt. 
That ſcripture was much in her mouth, The ſacrifices 
of God are a broken ſpirit : a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe,” Pfal. Ii. 17. ; that broken- 
neſs of heart, which is built upon and flows from faith ; 
and that faith, which 1s built upon Chrift, who 1s the 
proper and alone ſacrifice for in. After ſlumbering 
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+ little, ſhe ſaid, I feel myſelf very weak. But this 


is my confidence, The bruiſed reed he will not break ; 
and the ſmoaking flax he will not quench,” Iſa. xlii. 4, 


> Aſter ſome diſcourſe of the nature cf faith, the cauſed 
®Z Heb. xi. to be read to her; at the reading of which, ſhe 
22 cried, O what a ſtedfaſt loyal faith was that of Abraham, 


which made him willing to offer up his own and only 


Z .Son! © Faith is (indeed) the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not ſeen.“ 
q 


Aﬀeted with her excellent diſcourſe, and her deathfu} 


A appearance, her parents burſt out m tears. She begged 


that they would be patient, and content with the hand of 
God, ſaying, Why do you weep at this rate over me, 
ſceing, 1 hope, you have no reaſon to queſtion, but, if 
the Lord take me out of this miſerable world, it ſhall be 


well with me to all eternity? You ought to be well ſa- 
tisſied, fince our © God is in heaven, and doth whatſoever 


pleaſeth him,” Pfalm cxv. 3. And do you not pray every 


day, that his will may be done on carth, as it is in hca- 


ven? Now, this is God's will, that I ſhould he on this 


= fick-bed, and of this diſeaſe : ſhall not we be content 


=> when our prayers are anſwered ? Would not your ex- 


treme ſorrow be murmuring againſt our God, without 
& whoſe good pleaſure nothing comes to paſs? Althongh 


J am ſtruck with this fad diſeaſe, yet I am dumb, bccaufe 


it is the will of God. And az long as I live, I will pray 


" that God's will, not mine, may be done. Hath not the 


providence of God a ſpecial hand in every common thing, 


| A and much more in diſpoſing of the lives of men and 
women? Adverſity and proſperity are both good. 


„ 
4 

t 

8 


Some things ſeem evil to us, but the Lord turns all to 


is the good of them that are his, After a little reſt, ſhe add- 


ed, O now is a day for opening of the firſt queſtion of 


x 


the Catechiſm, which in Holland is, © What is thy only 
Z conſolation in life and in death?” and if we were there, we 


< 
v 
* 
* 
* 


7 ſhould hear, that, whether in death or in life, a believer 
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"| 
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is Chriſt's, who hath redeemed us with his own precious 


blood, from the power of the devil. None of us liveth to 
j 7 


F  cfpecnaly, her mother, from the example of David, not to 
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himfelf ; and none of us dieth to himſelf. For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we dic, 
we die unto the Lord : whether chen we live or die, we 
are the Lord's. Why then, my dear parents, do you 
alllict yourſelves thus? With weeping I came into the 
world; and with weeping I muſt go out again. But, 
O better, better is the day of my death, than the day 
of my birth! 

She had lived much above the vanities of the world, 
and took no pleaſure at all in thoſe things which uſually 
take up the heart and time of young ones. She was 
much grieved, and aſhamed to lee, how glad and mad 
both young and old were upon vanity, and kow fooliſhly 
the N ſpent their time. But having had an ardent love 
io the ſcriptures and her Catechiſm, (which is a very ex- 
eeNent one), for winch ſhe bleſſed God, as one of her 
greateſt mercies, next to the Lord Chriſt; and again and 
again begged of her father, to go particularly to thoſe 
miniſters who had taken ſo much pains with her to 
inſtruct her in it, and to thank them from her, a dyin 
child, for their good inſtructions, and to tell them, for 
their encouragement to. go on in the work of catechiſing, 
how refreſhing thoſe truths, which they had taught her, 
were to her now in the hour of herGiſtreſs. O the ſweet 
eatechiſing, ſaid ſhe, unto which I did always reſort with 
gladneſs, and attended without wearineſs! O the kindae!s 
of God, in my religious education, under ſuch parents 
and miniſters ! 1-efteem it a greater portion than ten 
thouſand gilders : for thereby I have learned to draw 
ſuch comfort to myſelf out of the word of God, as all 
the world beſides could never have afforded. 

Her father hinting to her, that ſhe was very weak, 
Yes, ſaid ſhe, I feel my weakneſs increaſing, and your 


ſorrow increaſing too, which adds to my trouble. Be 


content, I pray you. It is the Lord that doth it. Let 
us cheerfully fall into the hands of the Lord; for his 
mercies are great. She earneſtly pleaded with her parents, 
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be over-grieved for her death ; but to think and ſay, 
Our child is WELL ; for we know that.1t ſhall be WEL, 
with them that truſt in the Lord. Remember Chriſt's 
words: © In the world ye ſhall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer in me ye ſhall have peace.“ Remember Job's 
ſufferings and reſignation. Did the apoſtles ſuffer great 
tribulation, and muſt we ſaffer none? Did not Jeſus, my 
only Saviour and life, ſweat great drops of blood in an 
azony ? Was he not mocked, ſpitted upon, nailed to a 
croſs, and his ſide pierced with a ſpear ! and all this for 
my ſake, for my loathſome and abominable fin? Did not 
he cry out, © My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me?” Did not he hang upon the croſs to purchaſe for me 
the garments of ſalvation, and to clothe me with his righ- 
teouſneſs? Being now very weak, ſhe ſaid, O! if I might 
quietly ſleep in Jeſus' boſom ! and that till then he would 
ſtrengthen me! O that he would take me into his arms, 
and bleſs me, as he did the little children. I hve here as 
a child; Lord, I am thy child: receive me into the arms 
of thy grace. O Lord, grace, grace, grace, and not 
juſtice! For, if thou enter into judgement with me, I 
cannot ſtand. In thy fight no living can be juſtified, 
The Lord having reſtored her ſome ſtrength, ſhe 
laboured to ſpend it all for Chriſt, in awakening, edifying, 
and comforting of thoſe about her, eſpecially m comfort.. 


ing her parents, ſaying, I know that all things work 


i called according to his purpoſe. 


together for the good of them that love God, and are 
Who ſhall ſeparate us 


from the love of Chriſt? I am perſuaded, that neither 


fe, nor death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 


nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate 
us from the love of God, which is towards us in Chriſt 


Jeſus our Lord. © My ſneep (faith Chriſt) hear my voice, 


F and I know them, and they follow me. I give unto them 
eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
2 plack them out of my hand. My Father who gave them 


to me 1s greater than all; and none ſhall pluck them out 
D 2 ; 
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of my Father's hand,” John x. 28. 29. After a little reſt, 
ihe, in a kind of rapture, cried out,“ Now death is 
ſwallowed up in victory! O death, where is thy ſting ? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The ſting of death is ſin, 
and the ſtrength of fin is the law. But thanks be to 
Crod, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.” She was frequently employed in ejaculatory 
prayer, and was much comforted in thinking, how the 
Lord Jeſus prayed for, and promiſed to ſend his Spirit to 
comfort her. Oh! ſaid ſhe, let him not leave me. Lord, 
continte with me till my work and warfare be fiuiſhed. 
Her low thoughts of herſelf and her own righteouſneſs, 
made her cry ont, None but Chriſt! none bur Chriſt ! 
none but Chriſt ! Without him I can do nothing. 
Chriſt is the true vine, Olet me be a branchof that vine! 

She laboured to comfort herſelf and parents from the 
precious oracles of God, repeating and applying them, 
Ve have not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; 
but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, by which we 
cry, Abba, Father.“ It is the“ Spirit that witneſſeth with 
our ſpirits, that we are the children of God: And if chil- 
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt,” Rom. viii. 1 5. 16 17. You ſee, father, that I ſhall 
be a fellow-heir with Chriſt, whohath ſaid, “ In my Fa- 
ther's houſe are many manſions; I go to prepare a place 
for you. Iwill come again, and receive you to myſelf, that 
wherelam, there ye may bealſo,” John xiv. 2. 3. Amen, 
Lord, take me to thyſelf. Behold, mother, he hath 
prepared a place and dwelling for me. Yea, he hath 
fitted and prepared me for that prepared place ! How 
lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts ! My ſoul 
longeth, yea even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord: 
my heart and fleſh crieth out for the living God. A 
day in thy courts is better than a thouſand, Yea, 1 
had rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of God, than 
dwell in tents of wickedneſs. Read that Sꝗth pſalm, 
that we may comfort one another with it. She then 
deſired them to pray with her, and beg, if it were the 


[+ 4 
as 


EAN 


in the Liſe of SUSANNA BICKS. 41 


Lord's will, that her paſſage into eternity might be caiy: 
and ſolemnly beſought and charged her parents to exert 
themſelves, to the very uttermoſt, in bringing up their 
remaining children for God. 

Having a ſtrong faith in the doctrine of the reſurrec- 
tion, ſhe triumphantly repeated and applied the following 
or like ſcriptures : © The body is ſown in corruption, 
but it ſhall be raiſed incorruptible ; 1t is fown in diſho- 
nour, it ſhall be raiſed in glory; it is ſown in weakneſs, 
it ſhall be raiſed in power, 1 Cor. xv. 42. Bleſſed are 
the dead that die in the Lord, becauſe they ſhall reſt 
from their labours, and their works do follow them, 
Rev. xiv. 13. The righteous are taken away from the 
evil to come: they ſhall enter into peace; they will reſt 
in their beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs. 
Ifa. Ivii. 1. 2. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he ſnall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth. 
And though, after my ſkin, worms deitroy this body, yet 
in my fleſh thall I ſee God, whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, 
and not another, though my reins be conſumed within 
me, Job xix. 25.—27. Marvel not at this, for the hour 
cometh, in which all that are in their graves ſhall hear 
his voice, and come forth; they that have done good unto 
the reſurreCtion of life, John v. 28. 29.” — Behold, father, 
thus it is, and thus it ſhall be with my poor mortal fleſh ! 
Behold, how I ſhall reſt in Chriſt's bed-chamber! Behold, 
how, in this fleſh, and with theſe now dim eyes, I ſhall 
ſee my precious Redeemer !—ſhall behold God for my- 
ſelf : Behold, how I ſhall riſe and ſee him! And then 
ſhall my King ſay, © Come, ye blefled of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you before the founda- 
tion of the world. —Behold, now I live; yet not I, but 

Chriſt liveth in me: and the life that I now live in the 
fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himſelf for me. I am ſaved, and that not of my- 
ſelf, it is the gift of God; not of works, leſt any man ſhould 
boaſt, My dear parents, we muſt ſoon part. I po to 


heaven, where we ſhall ſee one another again- ] go to 1 
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Jeſus Chriſt; I go to my brother J. who ſo called on 


God till the laſt moment of his life; I go to my little 


fiſter, who dying at three years old, ſaid the was willing 
to die or to live, only as the Lord pleaſed *. 1 

Alter her friends had, at her requeſt, and according 
to her direction, prayed with her, and the had prayed by 
herſelf a confiderable ſpace, and ſhe had repeated feveral 
of the texts, which had been quoted in the laſt ſermon 
which the had heard, the begged of her parents the for- 
grveneſs of whatever faults the might have committed 
againſt them. And being refreſhed with a ſenſe of 
God's pardon of all her fins, the cried out, Behold, God 
hath waſhed away all my fms! In this body I groan 
earneſtly, that I may be clothed upon with my houſe 
which 1s from heaven, and that mortality may be ſwal- 
lowed up of life. The Lord is my Shepherd. Though 
I paſs through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
not fear, for thou art with me, and thy rod and thy ſtaff 
ſhall comfort me. The ſufferings of this preſent life are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be 


revealed in us. Shall not I ſuffer patiently, fince my 


glorious Redeemer ſuffered fo much for me, that he 
ight purchaſe a crown of righteouſneſs for us? This 

tabernacle of my body ſhall now be taken down: m 
foul ſhall part from it, and be taken up into the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, where I ſhall dwell, and go no more out, but 
fit and ſing, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hoſts.” 
Her laſt words were, O Lord, mto thy hands I commit 
my ſpirit. Lord, be gracious, be merciful to me, a poor 
ſinner. She died in the 14th year of her age. 
| | V. SARAH 


* I know not but it might be this child who ſaid, that ſhe 
was willing to die, that ſhe might go to heaven, and be with 
Chriſt: And, on being aſked, What ſhe would do, if Chriſt 
ſhoyld go out of heaven ? replied, I will even follow him ; for 
I am ſure it will always be heaven where Chriſt is. I myſelf 


once ſaw a child dying in a cradle, that appeared to have more 


knowledge of the principles of religion, than ſome who apply 
for admiſſion to the Lord's ſupper, 


reading the ſcriptures. 
her parents, loth to grieve them in the leaſt, and 
ready to weep bitterly if ſhe at any time offended them. 
> She abhorred lying, and allowed herſelf in no known fin. 


| faid ſhe, I am undone without Chriſt and 
Il am undone to all eterni 


blameleſs her life had been, and how ſerions ſhe had 
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V. SARAH HowLEY, being between eight and nine 
of age, was carried by her friends to hear a ſer- 


mon on Matth. xi. 30. My yoke is eaſy, and my bur- 
den light ;” by means of which her conſcience was awa- 
kened, and made deeply ſenſible of her need of Chriſt : 


She wept bitterly over her ſinful and miſerable condi- 


tion; and having got retired into a chamber, and on her 
knees, wept and cried to the Lord as well as ſhe could. 


And thereafter got her little brother and fiſter along with 
her, and told them of their loit condition by nature, and 


> wept over them, and prayed with them. Another ſer- 


mon on Prov. xxix. 1. He that being often reproved, 
hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that 


without remedy,” ſtill more affected her, that ſhe ſpent 


a great part of the night in weeping and praying ; and 
for ſome time could ſcarce take any reſt day or night, 
deſiring with all her ſoul to eſcape from everlaſting flames, 


and to get a ſaving intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: and 


crying, © What ſhall I do for Chrift ? What ſhall I do to 


be ſaved?” She could ſcarcely hear or ſpeak of fin, but 


her heart was ready to melt. She ſpent much time in 


She was excecding dutiful to 


She hated idleneſs; and ſpent her whole time in praying, 
reading, or at her needle. hag? 


In the beginning of 1670, ſhe fell ſick, and under 


great diſtreſs of mind. She begged her mother to pray 


for her, as Satan hindered her to pray for herſelf. I ſee, 


pardon ! Alas, 
Her mother, knowing how 


been for a time, wondered to ſee her in ſuch agony of 
mand ; and aſked, What fin lay ſo heavy on her ſpirit? 
She replied, It is not any fin of omiſſion or commiſſion, 
that ſticks ſo cloſe to my conſcience, as the fin of my 


| ; nature. Without the blood of Chriſt, it will damn me, 


44 The Young Chriſtian, exemplified 


Her mother aſked, what ſhe ſhould pray for to her? She 
anſwered, That I may have a ſaving knowledge of Chriſt ; 
and that I may have an aſſurance of God's love to my 
ſoul. One time, when ſhe fell into a fit, ſhe cried, I am 
going, I am going! but, “ what ſhall 1 do to be ſaved? 
O what ſhall I do to be ſaved 2” Sweet Lord Jeſas, I will 
lie at thy feet; and if I periſh, it ſhall be at the fountain 
of thy mercy. | 

She was much afraid of preſumption, and dreaded a 
miſtake in the matters of her ſoul ; and often in ejacu- 
latory prayer to God, begged that he would deliver her 
from deceiving herſelf. Great and mighty God, give me 
faith, true faith, that I be not a fooliſh virgin, having a 
lamp and no oil. She often laboured to lay hold on the 
promiſes of the goſpel, and plead them in prayer; parti- 
cularly that in Matth. xi. 28. 29. © Come unto me, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt, Take my yoke upon you,. and ye ſhall find reſt unto 
your ſouls.” Which was no ſmall relief to her ſpirit. 
Often ſhe cried out, Lord, haſt thou not ſaid, © Come 
unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you reſt.” Her father bidding her be of good 
cheer, becauſe ſhe was going to a better father. She 
replied, with ſome heat of ſpirit, How do you know that? 
Tama poor ſinner, that wants aſſurance of my ſaving 
intereſt in Chriſt. O for aſſurance ! O for aſſurance 
And, with the utmoſt eagerneſs, beſought ſuch as came 
near her, to pity her, and help her with their prayers, 
and beg aſſurance for her. 

Her mother aſked her, how ſhe would live, if God 


ſhould ſpare her life? Truly, mother, ſaid ſhe, we have 


ſuch baſe hearts, that J cannot tell. We are apt to pro- 
miſe great things when we are ſick; but when we are 
recovered, we are as ready to forget ourſelves, and to 
turn again unto folly, But I hope I ſhall be more care- 
ful of my time, and of my ſoul, Ga I have hitherto been. 
Being full of natural affection to her parents, and very 


careful leſt her mother ſhould be tired out with much 1 
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in the Life of SARAH HOWLEY» 45 
watching, her mother ſaid to her, How ſhall I bear part- 
ing with you, when my eyes are ſcarce dried for your 
She anſwered, The God of love ſupport and 
comfort you. It is but a little while, and we ſhall meet 
in glory, I hope. Being ſcarce able to ſpeak, her mo- 
ther defircd her to hold up her hand, if ſhe had any com- 

fort ; which ſhe did. „ 
| It had been requeſted by ſeveral miniſters that came 
io ſee her, as well as in the public prayers in ſeveral 
& churches, that the Lord would give her a token for 
good, that ſhe might die in a triumphant manner. After 
long waiting for an anſwer to their prayers, the ſaid, 
= Well, I will venture my ſoul on Chriſt. At laſt, when 
all her friends thought ſhe had been paſt ſpeaking, ſhe 
Z broke forth, and ſaid, with a very audible voice, and 
X cheerful countenance, Lord, thou haſt promiſed, that 


.X < whoſoever cometh unto thee, thou wilt in no wiſe caſt 


the Lord, and rcjoicing in God her Saviour, 


out.“ Lord, I come to thee; and ſurely thou wilt in no 


# wiſe caſt me out. O how ſweet ! how glorious is Jeſus ! O 


how I love thee, ſweet and glorious Jeſus! O the wonder. 


ful love of God, in ſending Chriſt ! O free, free, grace to 


ad a pcorloſt creature! Thus ſhe went on for a time, alto- 


gether raviſhed with the love of Chriſt, and magnifying 
1 Then 
ſpake ſhe as ſhe was able to the reſt of the family. She 
gave her Bible as a legacy to one of her brothers, and 
Z defired him to uſe it well for her ſake; and added to him 


and to the reſt, O get Chrilt to your ſouls, while you 
are young! Remember now your Creator before you come 
to a ſick- bed; put not off this hard work till then; for 


you will find it hard work indeed. I know, by expe- 


. 


7 


rience, the devil will tell you, that you are young; you 


need not be in ſuch haſte; you will have time enough 
when you are old. But you ſee, that I, who am but 
young, am going into cternity, while our. grandmother 


% of 


there ſtays behind. O therefore make ybur calling and 


election ſure, while you are in health! Remember theſe 
5 re the words of a dying ſiſter. Oh! if you knew how. 


- 
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46 _ The Young Chriſtian, n ified 
| good Chriſt is! O if you had but one taſte of his ſweet- 


neſs, you would rather go to him a thouſand times, than | 
Ray in this wicked world! I would not for ten thouſand | 
.and ten thouſand worlds part with my intereſt in Chriſt, p 
O happy am I that I am going to everlaſting joys ! | 
| I would not return back again for twenty thouſand | 
worlds! And will not you ſtrive to get an intereſt in 
Chriſt? Looking on one of the ſerv ants, whom ſhe thought 
graceleſs, the ſaid, What ſhall I do in that great day, 
when Chriſt ſhall ſay unto the wicked, Depart from 
me, ye curled, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil WY 
and his angels ? O how it grieves me to think, that! } 
ſhall fee any whom I knew on earth turned into that | 
lake that burns for ever! O that word For EVER. Remem- ˖ 
ber that word FOR EVER. O pray, pray, pray, that God - 
would give you grace! Her grandmother told her, that | 
ſhe ſpent herſelf too much. She ſaid, I care not for that, R 
if I could do any ſoul good. She ſpake with much . 
vehemence, as if her heart had been in every word. 
Next day ſhe was exceedingly defirous to die, and MW}; 
cried out, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly; conduct me MM, 
to thy tabernacles ! I am a poor creature without thee : 
but my ſoul longs to be with thee. O when ſhall it be? 
Why not Now, dear Jeſus? Come, Lord Jeſus. Comm 
quickly. But why do I ſpeak thus? Thy time, dear Mc 
Lord, is the beſt. O give me patience. On the Lords 
day, on which ſhe died, ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any; but much 
deſired, that bills of thankſgiving might be ſent to thoſe 
congregations which had formerly been praying for her, 
that they might help her to praiſe God for that full aſ- 
ſurance of his love which he had given to her; and ſcem- 
ed to be much {ſwallowed up with the thoughts of God's 
free love to her ſoul. She often commended her ſpirit 
into the Lord's hand; and the laſt words that ihe was 
heard to ſpeak, were theſe, Lord, help ; Lord Feſus, help ; 
and thus ſweetly {lept in him. 
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VI. A Cup, whoſe mother had dedicated him to 
the Lord in the womb, before he could ſpeak plain, was 
obſerved to be given to praying to God, and to be greatly 
deſirous of being taught good things. He could not en- 
dure to be put to bed without family- worſhip, but would 
excite his parents to it, and would kneel down, and with 
great patience and delight continue till the worſhip was 
ended, without the leaſt expreſſion of wearineſs. And 
never ſeemed ſo well pleated as when engaged in it. 
He was alſo often upon his knees, by himſelf, in one cor. 
ner or other of the houſe. He was much delighted in 
hearing of the word of God, either read or preached. 
He was fond of going to ſchool, that he might learn ſome- 
thing of God; and took great notice of what he read, 
and ſpake of it with much affection after he came home. 
He quickly learned to read the ſcriptures, and often read 
them with much reverence and tenderneſs, that his tears 
and ſobs hindered him. At ſecret prayer he frequently 
wept bitterly. He was troubled for the wanderings of 
his heart in religious duties, that he could not keep it 
always fixed on God, and the work he was about. 

As he grew up, he daily increaſed in an acquaintance 


with ſpiritual things. His heavenly carriage, and his 
excellent and experimental diſcourſe of the things of 
God, aſtoniſhed every obſerver of it. 


: In prayer, he ex- 
poſtulated and pleaded with God, and uſed ſuch argu- 


ments, as one could never have expected to enter into the 
heart of a child; and ſometimes could not reſtrain his 


Prayers, and tears from weeping in them, from the ears 


of the neighbours; which made one in the next houſe 
ry out, That child's prayers and tears will fink me to 
iell, by condemning my neglect and flight performance 
pf prayer. He was much afraid of wicked company, and 
ould often pray, that God would keep him from it; and 


hat he might never be pleaſed in them that took de- 


Wight in diſpleaſing of God. And if he heard any body 
Hurſe, ſwear, or ſpeak filthy words, it made him tremble, 
9 d ready to go home and weep, He abhorred lying, 
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48 The Young Chriſtian, exemplified | 
with his whole heart. When he committed any fault, 
he was eaſily convinced of it, and readily retired by him- 
ſelf, and begged pardon.of God, and ſtrength againſt ſuch 
a fin. But he would never abſolutely promiſe, that he 
would never commit ſuch 2 ſin again, becauſe, he ſaid, hi; 
heart was naught; but he would weep, and ſay, that hc 
hoped, by the grace of God, he ſhould not. He often 
retired to ſecret prayer, when other children were play- 
ing. He was greatly delighted, when any diſcourſed to 
him concerning the nature, offices, and exccllency of 
Chriſt ; and that he alone ſatisfied for our fias, and pur- 
chaſed everlaſting life for us; or concerning other my- 
ſteries of redemption. 

Falling ſick, when a friend aiked, whether he was will- 
ing to die, he replied, that he was not, for he was uncer- 
tain about his ſaving intereſt in Chriſt. His friend ſaid, 
Have not I heard you pray for a new heart, an humble and 
ſincere heart? Did not you then pray with your heart? 
He replied, I hope I did. Not long after, that friend 
aſked him again, whether he was willing to die? He an- 
ſwered, Now I am willing, for I ſhall go to Chriſt. After 
patiently enduring his increaſing trouble and weakneſs, 
he at la expired, cheerfully committing his ſpirit unto 
the Lord Jeſus, being about five or i1x years old. 


VII. Another GIRL, between four and ſive years old, 
was greatly affected in hearing the word of God, and 
became deeply concerned about her eternal falvation ; 
and began to aſk her parents and others moſt ſerious and 
important queſtions conceraing God and Chriſt, and her 
own foul. She was greatly afraid of hypocriſy, or of 
doing any thing to obtain the commendation and praiſe 
of men. Hearing one of her brothers ſay, that he had 
been at his prayers, ſhe rebuked him very ſharply, and 
told him how little ſuch prayers were like to profit him, 
and that it was not to his honour to pray hke an hypo- 
crite, and to be glad that people ſhould know what he 
had been doing. Her mother being very ſorrowful 


| 
| 
{ 
] 
J 


# 


fault, 
him- 
Tac! 
it he 
d, his 
at lie 
oſten 
play- 
ed to 
cy of 
pur- 
my- 


will- 
ncer- 
laid, 
le and 
cart? 
friend 
le an- 
After 
Sneſs, 


unto 


rs old, 
|, and 
ation; 
us ancl 
nd her 
or of 
praiſe 
je had 
y, and 
t him, 
hy po- 
at he 


-owful 


* 


in the Life of a YouNG Gmt. 49 


after the death of her huſband, ſhe told her, that ſhe 
had no cauſe to weep ſo much, ſiuce ſhe had ſtill a good 
God alive with her. 

She greatly loved faithful miniſters, particularly one 

Mc Whitaker, for the ſweet words they ſpake concerning 
Chriſt. She was ſo affected with Chriſl's ſufferings, 
the danger of a natural ſtate, and the zeal of God's ſer- 
vants, that, when ſhe read of them in her Bible, ſhe was 
apt to burſt out in tears. She often with tears bewailed 
the corruption of her nature, and the hardneſs of her 
heart. She was greatly concerned for the ſalvation of 
others, and grieved to think of their eſtate, and apt to 
tell them ſome ſweet word concerning Chriſt. She was 
eſpecially concerned for to draw the hearts of her bre- 
thten and fiſters to Chriſt ; and her counſels aud example 
prevailed with ſome of them, when they were very 
young, to retire frequently for ſecret prayer, and to aff 
very ſerious queſtions about the things of God. She was 
very careful to keep holy the Sabbath, ſpending the whole 
time in reading, praying, learning her Catechiſm, or teach - 
ing her brothers and ſiſters. Being left at home one Sab- 
bath, the got them and ſome other little children together, 
and told them, that it was the Lord's day, and that they 
ought to remember it, to keep it holy; and after telling 
them, that the whole of it ought to be ſpent in religious 
WF exerciſes, except ſo much as was to be taken up in the 
= works of neceſlity and mercy, ſhe prayed with them; 
and, among other things, begged that the Lord would 
= give them, who were little children, grace aud wiſdom, 
that they might know how to ſerve him. 
She had a great delight in ſecret prayer, and in read- 
ing the ſcriptures, and getting them by heart, and in 
praiſing of God; and ſeldom or never complained of any 
thing but fin. She was full of compaſſion to all, but 
eſpecially towards her widowed mother, and did all that 
lay in her power to render her life comfortable to her. 
When her mother was anxious about any worldly thing, 
ſhe laboured to divert her from her carefulneſs, and ſome- 
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530 The Young Chriſtian, exemplified 


times told her, that grace was better than that; and 
that ſhe had rather have Chriſt, and his grace. and love, 
than any thing in the world. When one of her relations 
complained of her ſtraits, ſhe ſaid, A man may go to 
heaven without a penny 1n his purſe, but not without 
grace in his heart. She greatly loved and delighted in 
thoſe that ſhe thought feared the Lord. 

For ſeveral years ſhe had much thought on her ever. 


laſting work, and was ready to aſk, what they were 


doing that were in heaven? and exceedingly deſirous to 


be among them that were prailing, loving, anddelighting 


in God, and ſerving him without ſin. Her-ſpecches about 
ſpiritual things aſtoniſhed many experienced Chriſtians, 

Between eleven and twelve years of age, ſhe fell ſick, 
and under her trouble did what ſhe could, by ſcripture- 
arguments, to encourage her relations to part with her, 
as one going to heaven, and to prepare themſelves to 
meet her in a blefled eternity. As ſhe lay dying, the 
mother expreſſed her grief, that the had reproved and 
corrected her fo often. She replied, O! mother, ſay not 
fo; for I bleſs God, when 1. am now dying, for your re- 
pr oft and correction; I might have gone to hell, had it 
not been for them. Alter this, ſhe had a great ſenſe of 


God's love, and a diſcovery of divine and eternal things, 
that filled her heart with. joy,; and expired in a rapture 


of holy triumph, 


VIII. A Poor Crit, deſcended from a very wicked 
father, was at firſt fight pitied by an eminent Chriſtian, 
and taken into his family, in order to bring him up fo: 

briſt. His Kind behaviour towards him opened a doo: 
for inſtilling into his mind the things of God. The 
good man's ſpiritual exhortations, by the bleſſing ot 
God, ſoon brought the child to a liking of the things of 


God. He quickly learned his Catechiſm, and other que- 


ſtions, in a manner which could not have been expected 
from one of his age. He took great delight in diſcourſing 


concerning the things of God, was very attentive te 
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willing to die for ſuch a vile wretch as he was; and that 
he found it one of the hardeſt things in the world to 
believe. But at laſt it pleaſed the Lord to give him 
ſome hopes, that there might be mercy for him, though 
he had been the chief of finners ; and he was enabled to 
eſſay gripping at ſome promiſes, particularly that, Mat. 
xi. 28. © Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reit.” And, O! how he admired 
and bleſſed God for the ſmalleſt hopes! how highly he 
magnified that free and rich grace, that could, and he 
hoped would, pity and pardon him ; mſomuch, that not- 
withſtanding all the ſickneſs in it, the houſe was that 
day a little heaven,— ſo full of joy and praiſe. And 
though he had prayed before, yet now the Lord poured 
out the ſpirit of prayer upon him in an extraordinary 
manner. With amazing earneſtneſs he begged to be 
waſhed in the blood of Jeſus, and that the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords, would pardon all his fins, and receive 
him into his kingdom. And when he heard Chrif.' 
mentioned to him, he was ſometunes almoſt ready. to 
leap out of his bed for joy. | 
When he was told, that if he ſhould recove;-, he muſt 
not live as he pleaſed, but muſt give up him, icif to Chriſt, 
as his child and ſervant, to bear his yoke, he in the moſt 
earneſt manner replied, Yes, the Lord, Helping me, I will | 
with all my ſoul do this. He heart!';9 thanked his maſter | 
for his great kindneſs in taking nim out of the ſtreets, 


when he was begging, and ad red tlie goodneſs of God, 
which put it into the heart oi a mere ſtranger to take ſuch 
care of ſo pitiful and wicł ed a creature. M y dear maſter, 
ſaid he, bleſſed be God, that made you to take pity upon 
me; for I might have died, and have gone to the devil 

and been damned for ever, if it had not been for vou. 

After all this, he hinted to a Chriſtian friend, that he was 


| | fill afraid, left lie ſhould deceive himſelf with falſe hopes. | 


This friend replied, that he had endeavoured to hold forth 


the grace/of God to his ſoul, and ſhown him from God's 


word that Chriſt was as 2 * offered to him as ever 
17 3 


54 We Young Chriſtian, exemplified 


he was to any ſinner in the world; and would he ſtill 
give way to his doubts and fears, as if all that he heard 
had been nothing but lies? Thou ſayeſt, thou feareſt 
that Chriſt will not accept of thee ; 1 fear thou art not 
heartily willing to accept of him. The child anſwered, 
Indeed I am. The Chriſtian friend replied, If thou art 
unfeignedly willing to have Chriſt, he is ten thouſand 
times more willing to have thee, and to waſh and fave 
thee, than thou art to deſire it. And now, at this time, 
Chriſt again offers himſelf freely to thee ; therefore re- 
ceive him humbly by faith into thine heart, and bid him 
welcome ; for he deſerves it. Upon which the Lord diſ- 
covered his love to the child, and he joyfully rephed, 
Well, all is well. The match is made. Chriſt is willing, 
and I am willing too: and now Chriſt is mine, and I am 
his for ever. And from that time forth he continued in 
the joyful aſſurance of God's love to him, praiſing him 
for it, and deſiring to die and be with Chriſt; and ex- 
pired, uttering that expreſſion, Into thy bands, Lord, 1 
commit my ſpirit, in the tenth year of his age. 


X. KATHARINE BRUEN having enjoyed a moſt careful 
and Chriſtian education, was, from a child, remarkably 
acquainted with the holy fcriptures, and diſpoſed to im- 
prove them aright, as occaſion offered. She uſed the 
things of this world with moderation and ſobriety, never 
alfecting the vai pleaſures and faſhions, in which other 
young ones too much delight. The Lord's day was 
always dear and welcome to her, and ſhe oftentimes went 
far for the pure and faithful miniſtry of God's word, 
rather than be without it. Her heart was ſo tender, 
that ſhe oftentimes wept, while ſhe heard ſermons, read, 
prayed, and meditated on divine things. She conſcien- 
tiouſly avoided every thing ſhe ſaw, or ſuſpe&ed, to be 
ſinful; and ſuch as many accounted no fins. She men- 
tioned the names, titles, or attributes of God, with 
great reverence. Her talk proceeding from a ſanctiſied 
heart, was always well ſeafoned, and miniſtered grace to 
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prayer, reading, expounding, or repeating of ſermons 3. 
behaved with great gravity, diligence, and affection, till 
the duties were ended, and appeared very ready to re- 
ceive the truths of God. He aſked many queſtions about 


his ſoul and heavenly things; and ſeemed mightily con- 


cerned, what ſhould become of his ſoul when he ſhould 
die. He was ſo affected with the love of Chriſt in dying 
for ſinners, that he could ſcarcely either think, hear, or 
read of it, without weeping. | 

Before he was fix years old, he made conſcience of ſe- 
cret prayer, and that with ſuch extraordinary meltings, 
that his eyes were often red and ſore with weeping for 
his ſin. He often put Chriſtians upon ſpiritual diſcourſe, 
and never ſeemed ſatisfied unleſs they were talking of 
ſpiritual things. His thoughts were ſo much buſied 
about the things of another world, that he often diſ- 
courſed with his bed-fellow in the night, about the 
matters of his ſoul; andheavenly conference was ſweeter 
to him than his natural reſt. His mother, whom he 
greatly loved and honoured, dying, he was exeeedingly 
affected; but often comforted himſelf, by repeating and 
thinking on the promiſes of God's being a father and 
guardian to the fatherleſs, and the orphans ffay : And, 
after living in this gracious and lively manner, he died 
ſweetly in the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 


IX. A CntLD, monſtrouſly wicked, in curſing, ſwear- 
ing, and everything horrid, of which his age was capable, 
coming in a moſt loathſome and ragged condition to beg 
at the doorof an eminent Chriſtian, he, in pity, took him 
into his family, in order to bring him up for the Lord 
Jefus Chriſt. Along with the moſt earneſt prayers, that 
God would pluck him as a brand out of the fire, he la- 
boured with all his might to teach him concerning his 
miſerable condition by nature, and concerning God, the 
worth of his ſoul, and that eternity of glory or miſery, 
that he was born to; and the Lord ſo remarkably bleſſ- 
ed his inſtructions, that, within a few weeks, he was 
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convinced of the evil of his ways, and left off all ſwear- 
ing, curſing, or calling of bad names, and began to re- 
tire by himſelf, and bitterly bewail his wieked life, and 
to beg of his mailer or others, to inſtruct him in the 
things of God, or to repeat what they had ſaid to him, 
that he might remember it the better. 

After he had thus continued for ſome time earneſtl 
ſee king after the knowledge of God in Chriſt, and prac- 
tifing the means of grace, he wzs taken by the plague, 
which entered into the family. Notwithſtanding his 
diſtemper was very painful and tedious, the trouble of 
his ſoul, on account of his ſinfulneſs and miſery, was 
much greater. His former fins ſtared him in the face, 
and made him to tremble; the fear of God's wrath, and 
his lying under it for ever, made him cry out bitterly, 
that he was a miſerable finner, and he feared that he 
mould go to hell; and his fins were ſo great and many, 
that there was no hope for him. He was much more 
concerned, what ſhould become of his ſoul for ever, 
than for his natural life. The plague in his ſoul lay far 
heavier on his heart, than that of his body. He not 
only cried outof his ſwearing, lying, and other notorious 
wickedneſs, but was eſpecially grieved and terrified for 
the fin of his nature, the vileneſs of his heart, and origi- 
ual corruption. He particularly confeſſed, and with 
tears bewailed his fins, even ſuch as none but God 
knew of. He looked on himſelf as the very greateſt ſin- 
ner in London ; and he abhorred himſelf as the vileſt 
creature he-ever knew. 

He aſked ſuch Chriſtians as came to viſit him in his 
diſtreſs, whether they thought there were any hopes of 
mercy for him, who was ſo undeterving of it? and beg- 
ged them to deal plainly with him; for he was greatly 
afraid of being deceived. Being informed how willing 
and ready the Lord Jeſus was to accept of poor finners, 
and counſelled to venture himſelf upon him for mercy 
and ſalvation, he ſaid, that he would fain caſt himſelf 
upon Chriſt, but he wondered how Chriſt could ever be 
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compliance with Popery, coſt what it would; and to 
ſtudy holineſs, and bring up her child in the true fear 
of God, that ſhe might meet with her again in heaven. 

The day before her death, the Lord tully delivered 
her from all her diſtreſs, and filled her foul] to the very 
brim with the canſolations of Chriſt. Part of her time 
was ſpent in prayer, and ſinging of pfalins, or in hear— 
ing her huſband read portions of ſcripture to her, parti- 
eularly John xvii. whom ſhe ſometimes interrupted with 
her triumphant exclamations on particular texts. Part 
of her delightful expreſſions were, O Lord Jeſus, doſt 
thou pray for me! O bleſſed and ſweet Saviour, how 
wonderful ! how wonderful ! how wonderful are thy 
mercies ! the bleſſedeſt reading that ever I heard, the 
comfort of which doth ſweeten my ſoul ! He hath ſa- 
tisfied my longing ſoul, and filled my hungry ſoul with 
goodneſs. Let me meditate on the goodneſs of the 
Lord for this.“ Father, I will that they whom thou 
haſt given me may be with me, where I am, that they 
may behold my glory,” is the ſweeteſt ſaying that ever 
came to my ſoul: For now I perceive, that the counte- 
nance of Chriſt, my Redeemer, 1s turned towards me, 
and the bright ſhining beams of his mercy are ſpread 
over me. O happy am I, that ever I was born to ſee 
this bleſſed day! Praiſe, praiſe, O praiſe the Lord, for 
his mercies, and for his wonderful works! O my ſweet 
Saviour, ſhall I be one with thee, as thou art one with 
the Father! Wilt thou glorify me with that glory which 
thou hadſt with the Father before the world was! Doſt 
thou fa love me, who am but duſt and aſhes, as to make 
me a partaker of glory with thyſelf? What am I, poor 
wretch, that thou art ſo mindful of me? O how wonders. 
ful! how wonderful! how wonderful is thy love! O! 
thy love is unſpeakable ! O! how 1 fect thy mereies! 
And O! that my tongue and heart were able to ſound 
forth thy praiſes, as J ought, and willingly would! O 
help me to praiſe the God of conſolations: O! my 
God, thou haſt ſhowed me the path of life. For a little 
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moment thou didſt hide thy face from me; but with 


everlaſting mercy thou haſt had compaſſion on me.— 
I am filled with joy and gladneſs. The lines are fallen 
unto me in pleaſant places. I have a goodly heritage. 
How comfortable is the ſweetneſs that I feel! ſweeter 
than honey, or the honey-comb ! O the joys, the joys, 
the joys, that I feel in my ſoul ! O they be wonderful! 
O come, kiſs me with the kiſſes of thy mouth; for 
thy love 1s better than wine! O how ſweet the 
kifles of my Saviour! Mine eyes are opened; I feel, 
I ſee, the everlaſting mercies of my Chriſt! O how 
merciful and marvellouſly gracious art thou to me! 
I feel thy mercy. I am as aſſured of thy love, as thou 
art the God of truth; even ſo ſurely do J know myſelf 
to be thine, O Lord my God. My ſoul hath been 
compaſſed with the terrors of death, and the pains of 
hell got hold on me! But O bleſſed be the Lord, that 
hath thus comforted me, and hatli hrought me to a large 


place, ſweeter than the garden of &Zden! My war- 


fare is accompliſhed, and mine iniquities are pardoned ! 
« Lord, whom have I in heaven but thee ! and there is 
none upon earth that I defire beſides thee ! My fleſh and 
my heart faileth; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever !” And with that; ſhe preſent- 


ly fell aſleep in Chriſt, in the twenty- -ſecond year of her 
age, A. D. 1601. 


XI. Jonn JanEWAY was one of the moſt promiſing 
ſcholars and amiable ſtudents of his age, After he 
had made remarkable progreſs in the #nowledge of 
languages, mathematics, and other human ſciences, the 
Lord, by means of the exemplary life and heavenly con- 
verſe of one of his fellow-ſtudents, together with the ſer- 
mons of Drs Arrowſmith and Hill, and his reading tome 
part of I he Saints Everlaſting Reſt, pleaſantly openedhis 
heart to receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In conſequence 
of which, he now began to be athamed and pained, that 


he had in the former part of his youth ſo eagerly hunted 
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the hearers. Her daily exerciſe was to converſe with 
God, in reading, meditation, prayer, and praiſe, All 
her delight was in the people of God, in proportion as 
his image appeared on them. 'The Lord's command- 
ments were precious to her; and ihe, from her childhood, 
feared him, and walked before him with an upright heart. 


And remarkably able to render a reaſon of her faith 


and hope, ſhe grew in grace, and in the Knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Being about twenty years old, the, iy her parents con- 
ſent, was married to W. Bretterg, a religious gentleman 
near Liverpool, who had fincerely embraced the Proteſt- 
ant faith; and on that account was exceedingly hated, and 
his property injured, by the Papiſts that ſw armed in that 
country. Her knowledge, patience, meekneſs, and con- 
ſtancy, much edified him, and confirmed him in ls moſt 
holy faith; and encouraged him patiently to bear all the 
wrongs and indignities that were daily offered to him, in 


the killing of his cattle, &c. She often ſaid to him, “It 


is good that ſuch things ſhould be; but woe to them 
that do them. It is good in God thereby to chaſten his 
children, and prevent ſome ſin that he ſaw us like to fall 
into. It is good, in reſpe& of God's church, that the 
weak may be confirmed in the truth, and that Popery 
may be diſgraced, when the world ſee ſuch wickedneſs 
flowing from it; and that the wicked may be without 
excuſe in the day of judgement, when their conſcience 
tells them, that they commit ſuch villainy out of mere 
malice and revenge. The mercies of God to us are in- 
anite, who, not only by his word, but alſo by his juſtice, 
makes us meet for his kingdom. Little do our enemies 
«now what good they thus do unto us, and what ruin 
they bring on their own kingdom, while they thus ſet 
forth the wickedneſs of it.” She not only uſed to pray 
herſelf, that God would forgive their malicious injurers, 
but earneſtly prompted her huſband to do the ſame. 
Once, as ſhe was riding to church with him, and he was 


angry with his ſervant, ſhe, weeping, ſaid to him, 
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* Alas! huſband, I fear your heart is not right towards 
God, that you can be thus angry for a trifle ; ye mult 
pray againſt your paſſion, and always be ſure, that your 
anger be for God, elſe how dare you appear this day 
before his miniſter, and offer up your prayers in the 
pnblic congregation before God?” Her perſonal conduct 
was ſo modeſt, holy, humble, devout, and charitable to 
the poor, that ſome of their Popiſh adverſaries were 
obliged to ſpeak well of her, notwithitanding her re- 
markable zeal againſt their abominations. 

She had ſcarcely been married two years, when ſhe 


fell into a violent fever, and ſoon after, under moſt fear. 


ful aſſaults from Satan, which made her reckon all her 
former experiences but deluſion, and her holy life but 
hypocritical diſſimulation; and made her ſometimes al- 
moſt utterly deſpair of the mercy of God, and wiſh ſhe 
had never been born. Neverthcleſs, «midſt all her tre- 
menduous anguiſh and terror, her deep concern about 
the corruption of her nature, and the abſence of God's 
Spirit, her earneſt wreſtlings in prayer, and intreating 
her Chriſtian friends to perſevere in earneſt prayer for 
her, and thelike, plainly marked the reality of her grace, 
She had alſo many lucid, at leaſt breathing intervals, in 
which the Lord refreſhed her ſoul, by means of his gra- 
eious promiſes, pointed out to her by her brother and 
other godly friends. Once, after a great conflict with Sa- 
tan, ſhe ſaid, * Satan, reaſon not with me, I am but a 
weak woman. If thou haſt any thing to ſay, ſay it to my 


Chriſt. He is my Advocate, my ſtrength, and my Re- 


deemer; and he ſhall plead for me.” The eighth chap- 
ter of the Romans, and Rev. xx1. 6. © I will give unto 
him that 1s athirit, of the water of life freely,” were pe- 


culiary {ſweet to her, and a foundation of much earneſt 


pleading with God. Once, affectionately kiſſing her 

Bible, ſhe ſaid, © O Lord, it is good for me to be afflict- 

ed, that I may learn thy ſtatutes. The law of thy 

mouth is better to me than thouſands of gold and ſil- 

ver.“ She 887 her huſband to be: are of the leaſt 
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after human learning, and had ſo little cared to obtain 
the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt. He now eſteemed it all 
but loſs for Chriſt. He looked on all human learning, 
when fixed on any thing below Chriſt, and not im- 
proved for Chriſt, as folly and madneſs, which made 
men more like the devil, and more fit for his ſervice, 
and which would render the poſſeſſors more miſerable 
for ever. He pitied them that were eages to Know 
ever thing but CHriſt and H % He now, there- 
tore, became more diligent, but ſpiritual, in his ſtudies ; 
and Chriſt was at the beginning, middle, and end, of 
every thing with him. He earneſtly applied himſelf to 
contrive, how he might beſt expreſs his love and thank- 
fulneſs to God, who had brought him out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light, and tranſlated him into the 
kingdom of his dear Son. For this purpoſe, he laboured, 
by his diſcourſes, and by his letters, to gain others, eſpe- 
cially his own relations, to Chriſt. In one of his letters, 
Brother,“ he ſays, © I feel my love to you better than I 
can expreſs it: but love felt, and not expreſſed, is little 
worth. I therefore deſire to make known my love to 
you the beſt way 1 can. Let us look one on another, not 
as brethren only, but as members of the fame body, of 
which Chriſt is the head; let us breathe and hunger 
after this, that our cloſeſt knot may meet in Chriſt. If 
we be in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us, then ſhall we he one 
with another: ſcek that, therefore; and ſcek it earneſtly. 
O ſeek, by continual prayer. This is a great and neceſ- 
lary duty; nay, a high and precious privilege. If you 
can fay nothing, come lay yourſelt in a humble manner 
before the Lord. You may believe me; for I have 
through mercy experienced what Fſay. There is more 
iweetneſs to be got in one glimpſe of God's love, than 
in all that the world can afford. O do but try. O taſte, 
and fee how good the Lord is! Get into a corner, and 
throw yourſelf down before him, and beg of him to make 
you ſenſible of your loft and undone ſtate by nature, and 
of the excellency and neceſſity of Chriſt. Cry, Lord, 
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give me a broken heart; ſoften, melt me. Give me and 
thing in the world, if ſo I may be but enabled to value 
Chriſt, and accept of him, as he is offered to me in the 
goſpel ! O that I may be delivered from the wrath to 
come! O a bleſſing for me, even for me! Reſolve not 
to be content, till the Lord hath in ſome meaſure fatis- 

fied you. O how my bowels yearn towards you! how 
my heart works! with what affections I write to you! 

and what prayers and tears have been mingled with 
theſe lines! I love your ſouls ſo well, that I cannot 
bear the thoughts of the loſs of them. © Except a min 
be born again; he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” Look well about you, and into yourſelves, 
You are in hell's mouth, without this 7 /lep ; and no- 
thing bnt God's free grace and mercy is between you 
and the ſtate of devils. The Lord deliver us from a 
ſecure carelef; heart. You Tee a natural man's condi- 
tion. How can you then lie down in ſecurity ? O lc, 
for your ſoul's ſake ! prayers, and tears, and groans, will 
not do without Chriſt. Many, when they are convii.ced 
of fin, and are under fears of hell, run to duty, and re- 
form ſome things, and thus the wound is healed ; and 
by this thouſands fall ſhort of heaven. If we be not 
brought off from ourſelves, and our righteouſneſs, as 
well as from our fins, we cannot be ſaved. We muit 
ſee an abſolute need of Chriſt, and give up ourſelves to 


him, and count all but droſs and dung, in compariſon of 
him and his righteouſneſs. Look therefore for mercy 
only in Chriſt. The terms of the goſpel are gracious, 


mercy for receiving. Do you defire mercy and grace 
Even this is the gift of God, to deſire and hunger after 
Chriſt. Let deſire put you on endeavours. The work 
is ſweet ! Even repentance aud mourning hath more 
ſweetneſs in it, than all the world's comfort. It is un- 
worthy of a Chriitian, to have ſuch a narrow ſpirit, as 
not to act for Chniſt, with all his heart, and ſoul, and 
{trength, and might. Be not aſhamed of Chriſt. Be 
not afraid of the frowns and jeers of the wicked, By no 
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means yield to any known fin. Be much in ſecret prayer, 

and in feading of the ſcriptures. There, are laid up all 
the glorious myſteries of oar redemption through Chriſt,” 
Many ſuch letters he wrote, and diſcourſes he uttered, 
to his brethren. One of them, about eleven years of 
age, appeared to have his heart melted with what he had 
ſaid to him one day. He foon aiter wrote him a letter, 
begging of him not to reſt ſatisfied, till he knew what a 
thorough change and effectual calling meant. O! ſaid 
he, take not up with ſome beginnings, faint defires, and 
lazy ſeekings! One may weep a little for fin, and yet 
go to hell for fin. Many that are under ſome ſuch work, 
hake of their ſenſe of ſin, murder their convictions, and 
return again to folly. O take heed. If any man draw 
back, the Lord will take no pleaſure in bim. But } 
hope better things of you, and things which accompany 
ſalvation. 

By means of his holy example, exhortations, and pray- 
ers, the beauty of religion, in ſome meaſure, appeared 
in the family in which he was lodged. He had a moſt 
pleaſant and affecting gift of prayer, and was much 
given to it, praying at leaſt Thrice, and ſometimes ſever 
times a-day, in fecret ; and in it enjoyed the moſt fami- 
liar and humble fellowſhip with God, ſo that he would 
ſcarce come off his knees, without his bleſſing; and had 
many wonderful and often immediate returns of prayer; 
one inſtance of which is, his father lying fick, under 
gloomy apprehenſions with reſpect to the ſtate of his 
foul, repeatedly - ſaid to him, © O ſon, this paſiing into 
eternity is a weighty matter. This dying is a ſolemn 
buſineſs, and enough to make any one's heart to ake, that 
hath not his pardon ſealed, and his evidences for heaven 
manifeſted. O that God would clear up his love to 
me! O that I were able, upon good grounds, to look: 
death in the face, and adventure upon eternity with 
well grounded peace and comfort.“ Notwithſtanding 
all that he could ſay to him, his father, who was reckon- 
ed an upright Chriſtian, DE: ha under his deſpondency. 
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He therefore retired, and wreſtled with God, that he 


would fill his father with joy and peace in believing ; and 


that he would ſpeedily give him ſome token for good, 
that he might cheerfully leave this world for a better. 


Returning to his father, and aſking him, how he was 


now ; he, aſter a little while filent, but abundant wee 

ing, burſt forth thus: “ O ſon, now it is come! Now 
it is come! Now it is come! I bleſs God I can dic. 
The Spirit of God hath witneſſed with my ſpirit, that 
Jam his child. Now I can look up to God, as my 
Father; and to Chriſt, as my Redeemer, my Beloved, 
my Friend: my heart is full: it is brimful. I can 
bold no more. I know now what the peace of God, 
which eth all underſtanding, means. I know now, 
what that white fone is, wherein a new name is written, 
which none know but they who have it. Ihat fit of 
weeping, in which you ſaw me, was a fit of ſuch over- 
powering love and joy, that I could not contain myſelt : 
neither can ] expreſs what glorious diſcoveries God 
hath made of himſelf to me. And had that joy been 
greater, I know not how I could have bore it, or whe- 
ther 1t would not have ſeparated my ſoul from my body. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me, 
bleſs his holy name, who hath pardoned all my fins, and 
tealed all my wounds, and cauſed the bones which he had 
broken to rejoice ! O help me to bleſs the Lord, for 
his inſinite goodneſs and mercy! O now I can ate. 


I defire. to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt.” Raviſh- 


ed with this mercy granted to his father, in immediate 


anſwer to his prayer, the young man burſt forth thus: 


O pleſſed, and for ever blefled be God, for his infinite 


grace! O who would not pray to God! Verily he is 4 
God that heareth prayer; aud that our ſouls know right 
well.” After he had told his father, how he was wreſt- 


ling for him juſt before, his father fell into another extaſy 


of joy, under which his body was like to ſink ; and 
enjoyed a moſt picaſaut calm to his laſt breath. 
2 | 
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After his father's death, he laboured in every form he 


nd could, to help and comfort his afflicted mother, and her 
d, numerous family. Returning to King's College, and he 
by: and ſome pious fellow ſtudents, by fellowſhip-meetings 
as for prayer, and for communications of their ſtudies and 
p- ſpiritual experiences, laboured to edify each other. 
w Going to Dr Cox's family, to be tutor to his ſon, he 
IC, there profited by other Chriſtians, and left in it a laſting 
lat but ſavoury remembrance of him. His health being 
n broken, he retired to the country for the recovery of it. 
d, But he profefled, that he was aſhamed to deſire or pray 
an for life; for, ſaid he, Is there any thing here below, 
a, that is more deſirable than the full enjoyment of Chriſt ? 
W, O that crown! that reſt! which remaineth for the 
1 people of God ! And, bleſſed be God, I can ſay, it is 
of mine: I know that, when this tabernacle of clay ſhall 
r- be diſſolved, I have a building of God, a houſe not made 
t;: WM with hands, eternal in the heavens. I therefore groan 
od MF earneſtly, not to be unclothed, but to be clothed upon 
en WM with Chriſt. To me to live, is Chriſt ; and to die, is gain.“ 
e- His health recovering a little, he applied himſelf more 
v. and more to the ſtudy of cloſe walking with God. He 
ec, uled to ſpend an hour every day in ſolemn meditatlon, in 
nd a4 ſolitary place. One of his brothers, one day, hid him- 
ad ſelf in it, that he might obſerve him; and was aſtoniſhed- 
or to behold how his very eyes and countenance ſhone with 
ec. nexpreſſible luſtre of joy, while he walked up and down, 
h- thinking on and talking with God. His heart eſpecially 
te fed upon the love of God in Chriſt to poor periſhing 
8 F finners: « God,” ſaid he, © holds mine eyes moſt upon his 
te "3 gooine!ſs, and upon the promiſes, which are moſt ſure 
4 „and firm in Chriſt. His love to us is greater, ſurer, and 
ht l fuller, than ours to ourſelves. We deſtroyed ourſelves ; 
t.. but his love ſaved us. Let us then behold him, till 
ſy our hearts defire,— till our very ſouls are drawn out 
nd alter him, —till we are brought to acquaintance, inti- 


macy, and delight in him. O bleſſed are they that 
now him, and are known of him! It is good for me, 
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that I draw near to God. O that I were admitted to 
converſe, with him, that I might hear his voice, and ſee 
his countenance ! For his voice is ſweet, and his coun- 
tenance is comely ! O tnat I could love him, and be ſick 
of love! that I might die in love! that I might loſe 
mylelf in his love.” To a friend, that Jaboured under 
doubts with reſpect to his ſpiritual eftate, he wrote 
thus, O Qand ſtill and wonder! Behold and admire 
his love! Now, if never before, conſider what thou 
canſt ſee in this precious Jeſus Chriſt. Canſt thou not 
fee ſo much, till thou canſt fee nothing elſe? Here is a 
ſea ! Fling thyſelf into it, and there ſhalt thou be com- 
paſled with the heighth, and depth, aud breadth, and 


length, of his love, and be filled with all the fulueſs of 


God! Haſt thou not taſted ? Haſt thou not known, 
that his love is better than wine ? THIS, THIS is he 
who 15 altogether lovely ! Even while I write, my heart 
burns: I am fick of love! But methinks, I fee you 
almoſt drowned in tears, becauſe you ſeel not the work- 
ings of love towards God. Weep on ſtill: for love 
hath tears, as well as grief; and tears of love ſhall be 


kept in God's bottle, as well as tears of grief. Have 


you not felt ſuch meltings of loving grief? Know that 
they are the ſtreams of Chriſt's love flowing to thee, 
and through thee, and from thee, to him again. 
Nevertheleſs, he had his own {hare of inward trouble, 
and even of dreadful and horrid temptations ; but the 
Lord ſupported him under them. He was much afraid 
of decays in grace, or flatneſs of ſpirit, in himſelf and 
others. He wrote thus to his brother: “ You live in a 
place where you have few examples of ſtrict and eloſe 
walking with Gad. Beware of loſing the impreſſions 
which Ven unge had. Remember what meltings of af- 
ſections! what earneſt inquirings after Chriſt! O take 
not up with {light work. Converſion is another thing 


than many take it to be. Let us awake, and fall to our 
work in earneſt. Heaven and hell are before us, and 


death behind us. What do we mean to ſſeep! O how 


| 
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would ſome tremble, ſhould they fall ſick, and the devil 
and conſcienoe fall upon them! O live more upon 
things unſeen. You muſt be content to be laughed at 
for your preciſeneſs and ſingularity; a Chriſtian's walk- 
ing is not with men, but with God. He hath great cauſe 
to ſuſpect his love to God, who doth not delight moſt in 
converſing with God. Religion makes a man ſpiritual 
in his common actions. Reſt not in any condition, in 
which your ſecurity is not founded upon the Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, Labour to love God for himſelf. If we knew 
more of God, we would love him more; and he would 
{til reveal more of himſelf to us; and then we ſhould 
ice more and more cauſe to love him, and to wonder 
that we do not love him more. O this, this is our hap- 
pineſs, to have a fuller fight of God ;—to be wrapped 
up in, and filled with the love of Chriſt! 

He carefully watched over his thoughts, words, and 
actions, and ſolemnly reviewed them every day; and 
marked down what the frames of his ſpirit had been, 
eſpecially in his religious duties. He much fludied the 
ſcriptures, and found them ſweeter than his neceilary 
food. He was much concerned to have himſelf and 
others ſtudying an univerſal and free regard to the glory 
of God, and making religion their principal buſineſs. 
He was eſpecially concerned that miniſters, above all 
men, ſhould take heed to carry on no carnal and ſelfiſh 
deſign, inſtead of wholly eyeing the glory of God, and 
ſalvation of men. He-looked on the taking up of preach- 
ing, as a trade to live by, utterly inconſiſtent with the 
ſpirit of a true goſpel-miniſter. He greatly abounded 
in pity and . to men's ſouls; and yet was ex- 
ceedingly grie ved and aſhamed, that he had ſo little of 
it; and that he did not lay out himſelf mare to win ſouls 
to Chriſt ; and that he did not, in all the viſits which 
he made or received, duly aim at the imparting or re- 
ceiving of ſome ſpiritual gift. The miſ-ſpending of 
precious time, and the barrenneſs and impertinence of 
talk at Chriſtians meetings with one another, were 2 - 
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66 The Young Chriſtian, exempliſed 
burden to his ſpirit. It grieved him, that when God 
put opportunities into their hand, they ſo little improved 
them, in building up one another in their moſt hely 
faith, — in encouraging one another in their way to Zion, 
or in ſpeaking of the glories of that country and kingdom 
to which the, belonged ; but preferred vain and empty 
ſtuff to Chriſt, heaven, and eternity. It alſo grieved him, 
that Chriſtians indulged ſo much pride, peeviſhneſs, and 
diviſion ; and were fo ready to reproach one another, 
even ſor a mere difference of judgement. | 

In the latter part of his liſe, he behaved as one quite 
weary of this world, and that lived in conſtant views 
of the eternal ſtate. He made it his whole bufineſs to 
maintain ſenſible and familiar fellowſhip with God. 
And if, by means of company or otherwiſe, this was 
interrupted, he was altogether uneaſy till he got into it 
again. The views of Chriſt's appearance to judge the 
world, were, in a particular manner, pleaſant to him. 
Jn this delightful manner he lived for about three years 
before his death. And though he had ſeveral dark 
clouds, and even deſpondings, and though he queſtioned 
many of his actions; yet he did not queſtion the ſafety 
of his ſpiritual ſtate ; but had his heart and hope fixed 
upon that rock Chriſt, and the new covenant, which 
neither winds nor waves could ſhake. His ſenſes were 
fill ſo ſpiritually exerciſed, as that he could look up- 
on Chriſt as his Redeemer, upon God as his Father, and 
upon heaven as his country, and inheritance. And he 
reckoned the higheſt pitch of patience and ſelf-denial, 
to be contented to live on earth, and dwell on this ſide a 
full and eternal enjoyment of that Holy One, whom his 


Foul ſo loved. O how vehement and earneſt were his 


longings to be diffolved, and to be with Chriſt ! 

His body waſting by a deep conſumption and ſpitting 
of blood, and his ſight gradually failing, his ſoul became 
more and more vigorous. And he was ſo ſwallowed 
up with the views of the heavenly felicity, that he could 
ſcarce think of his bodily trouble, He was never heard 
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to utter one word of complaint or wearineſs under the 
red hand of God, unleſs his eager deſire to be with Chriſt, 
ly and haſte to be in heaven, could be ſo called. For the fix 
on, laſt weeks of his life, he was almoſt conſtantly filled with 
om joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. Often he cried out, 
ty „O that I could but make you know what I now feel! 
m, what I now ſee! O that I could expreſs the ten thou- 
nd ſandth part of that ſweetneſs which I now find in Chriſt ! 
er, Oh ! my dear friends, you little think what Chriſt 1s 

worth upon a death-bed ! 1 would not for a world, nay, 
ite not for millions of worlds, be now without Chriſt, 
WS I would not for a world live any longer.” One, 
to that came to viſit him, telling him that he had ſeen 
2d, many a weaker man reſtored to health, and hive many 
as years, he replied, © And do you think, friend, to pleaſe 
it me by ſuch diſcourſe? No, life and health, and 
he this world, have loſt all their excellency in my view. 
m. O what a poor and contemptible thing it is, in all its 
rs glory, when compared with the glory of that inviſible 
rk world, in the fight of which I now live. And as for 
ed life and health, Chriſt is my life, and health, and ſtrength, 
ty And I know that I ſhall have a far better life when I. 
ed leave this. It would incomparably better pleaſe me, 
1 if you could fay, * You cannot poſſibly hold out long. 
Te „ Before to-morrow, you will be in eternity.” I tell 
p- Fou, that I ſo long to be with Chrift, that I could be 
nd content to he all cut in pieces, and to be put to the moſt 
he TY exquiſite tortures, in order to die, and be with him. 
al, BH Oh! how ſweet is Chriſt ! Come, Lord Jeſus. Come 
ea | quickly. O death, do thy worſt. Death hath loſt all 
iis is terriblenefs ; death is nothing, through grace, to me. 
iis l can as eafily die, as ſhut mine eyes, or turn my head 


to ſleep. I long to be with Chriſt. 

When his rapturous joys at any time intermitted, he 
cried out,“ Hold out, faith and patience: in a little your 
work will be over;“ or with grief bemoaned himſelf, 
* What is the matter now, my ſoul? Wilt thou, — 
canſt thou unworthily flight this admirable condeſcenſion 
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of God to thee? Seems it a ſmall: matter to thee, 
A that the great Jehovah ſhould deal thus familiarly with 
his worm? What meaneſt thou; that thou doft not 
conſtantly adoreand praiſe this rare, ſtrong, and unſpeak- 
able love ? Why art thou not every moment ſwallowed 
up in this free and unparalleled , everlaſting love? 
And then he brake out into new extafies of joy and 
praiſe, thus: Stand aſtoniſhed, ye heavens ; and won- 
der, ye angels, at this infinite grace] Was ever any un- 
der heaven more beholden to free grace than 11 O the 
Joys ! the everlaſting joys, which are at his right hand! 
and of which I have the foretaſte! Eternity, eternity is 
too ſhort to praiſe this God. O bleſs the Lord with me, 
and let us ſhout for joy, and boaſt in the God of our 


. 


ſweet! how glorious! is the bleſſed Jeſus! O how 
excellent, glorious, and lovely, 1s the precious Jeſus ! 
And now I am fick of love; he hath raviſhed my ſoul 
with his beauty, — was there ever more ſenſible mani- 
feſtations of rich grace! O! why me? Lord! why me? 
(perhaps he repeated THIS an hundred times, on different 
occaſions). If I were never to enjoy more than this, 
it were well worth coming through all the torments that 
devils or men could invent, or even through hell itſelf, 
to ſuch unſpeakable joys. If this be dying, dying is 
| ſweet indeed. Let no true Chriſtian be afraid of death. 
O death is ſweet to me! Chriſt's ſmiles and viſits would 
turn hell into heaven ! Oh ! that you but ſaw and felt 
what I do ! Come, behold a dying man more cheerful 
than ever you did an healthful man, in the midſt of his 
ſweeteſt enjoy ments. O, Sirs, worldly pleaſures are poor, 


glory, which ſhines ſo ſtrong into my ſoul ! 

In his ſickneſs, John xiv. xv. xvi. xvii. and Iſa. liv. 
were peculiarly delightful to him. And he recommended 
to his friends, to ſtudy the promiſes much, and to make 
good their claim to them, and then they might, with joy, 

draw water out of theſe wells of ſalvation, He nughtily 


ſalvation! O! he is come! he is come! O! how 


pitiful things, when eompared with one glimpſe of this 
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encouraged them to follow hard after God, and to follow 
Chriſt in an humble, believing, and zealous courſe of life, 
adding one degree of grace to another, and uſing all dili- 
gence to make their calling and election ſure ; and then 
they might expect a glorious pafſage into everlaſting life. 
Every evening he uſed to take leave of Jus friends for 
time, and charged them to make ſure a comfortable 
meeting at their Father's houſe in the other world. 
But the moſt of his work was TRAIsE. When miniſters 
or private Chriſtians came to viſit him, he begged that 
they would ſpend all their time with him in praiſes. 
O!“ ſaid he, © help me to praiſe God! I have now no- 
thing to:do to all eternity, but to praiſe and love God. 

I have already all that my ſoul can defire on earth. All 
my wants, that can be ſupplied in this world, are al- 
readyſupplied. I want nothing, I expect nothing, I defire 
nothing, I can bear nothing more here, but a ſpeedy 
ft to heaven. O praiſe, praiſe, praiſe that infinite 
LOVE, that infinite Loves, who hath done ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing things for my ſoul ; who hath pardoned all my fins, 
and hath filled nie with his goodneſs; who hath given 
me grace and glory, and hath with-held no good thin 

from me! O my friends, help me with praifes ! help 
me, all ye mighty angels, who are ſo well {killed in this 
heavenly work ! Praiſe him, all ye creatures on earth ! 
Let every thing that hath being help me to praiſe God! 
More praifes yet ! O help me to praiſe God ! I have 
now nothing elſe to do. 1 have done with prayer, and 
all other inſtituted erdinances. I have almoſt done with 
converting with mortals. I ſhall preſently behold Chrift 
himſelf, that died for me, and loved me, and waſhed me 


in his own blood. Before à few hours be over, I ſhall 
be in eternity, finging the ſong of Moſes and of the 


Lamb, I ſhall preſently ſtand upon mount Zion, with 
an innume rable company of angels, and ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, and with Jeſus, the Mediator of the new 
covenant. I ſhall hear the voice of much people, and, 
along with them, ſhall cry, Hallelujah, glory, falvation, 
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God. And 
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again we ſhall ſay, Hallelujah. And yet a very little 
while, and I ſhall fing unto the Lamb a new ſong, 
Worthy art thou to receive praiſe, and honour, and glory, 
and bleſſing; for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 
to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; and haſt made us unto our God 
kings and prieſts, and we ſhall reign with thee for ever 
and eveg: And thus expired, A. D. 16;7, about the 
twenty-ſecond year of his age. 


XII. Dre SENTENCES. of ſome Great, Learned, and 
Godly Men. 

1. All my experiences, in being thirty years a privy- 
counſellor to four princes, have brought me to theſe ſo- 
lid thoughts, That ſeriouſneſs is the greateſt wiſdom, 
temperance the beſt phyſic, and a good conſcience the 
beſt eſtate. Sir John Maſon. 

2. Seriouſly and diligently peruſe the holy ſcriptures; 
for, if it be commendable to know the laws of our coun- 
try, how much more to underitand theſtatutes of heaven, 
and the laws of eternity? Sir Chriſtopher Hatton to 
his relations. . 

3. We have lived enough to our country, to our 


ſovereign, and to our fortunes. It is high time to begin 


to live to ourſelves, and to our God. Ah! my friends, 
while we laugh, all things are ſerious around us. God 
is ſerious, who exerciſeth patience towards us. Chriſt 
is ſerious, who ſhed his blood for us. The Holy Ghoſt 


is ſerious, whoſtriveth againſt the obſtinacy of our hearts. 


All that are in heaven or in hell are ſerious. How then 
can a man that hath one foot in the grave jeſt and laugh? 
Sir Francis Malſingbam, another of Q. Elizabeth's famous 
miniſtry, to ſome friends attempting to make him merry. 


4. I now feel the powers of the world to come; and 


do own it to be the greateſt wiſdom of man, to live as 
one that muſt die, and to die as one that muſt hve for 
ever. Cardinal Ricthelicu, who, to free himſelf of the 
ſtings of his conſcience, attempted to diſbelieve the 
exiſtence of God. 
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5. O what an ungrateful dog, and the vileſt wretch 


that ever the ſun ſhined upon, have I been! O that 1 


had been a leper crawling in a ditch, or a link-boy, or 
a beggar, or had lived in a dungeon, rather than to have 
offended God, as I have done ! From the bottom of my 
ſoul, I deteſt and abhor the whole courſe of my former 
wickedneſs, I have lived without hope, and without 
God, in the world. I have been an open enemy to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and have done the utigoſt deſpite to the Spirit of 
grace. Can there be mercy and pardon for me? Will 
God own ſuch a wretch as I am? Shall the unſpeakable 
joys of heaven be conferred on me? O almighty Saviour! 
never, but through thine infinite love and ſatis faction! 
O never, but by the purchaſe of thy love ! Long pro- 


fligate Rocheſter. 


6. I deſire to die as Mr Perkins did, imploring the 
mercy and favour of God, through the mediation of his 
only Son Jeſus Chriſt. Archbiſhop Uſer. 

7. J am the poor publican, having nothing to truſt to, 
but the mercy of God in Chriſt. Alas! 1 have 7% 
my time in a buſy idleneſs. To lead a life to advantage, 
one muſt be ſerious. Hugh Grotts. 

8. I have ſurveyed the moſt part of that learning 
which is among men. But I find now no reſt fo: my. 
ſoul, but in the holy ſcriptures, particularly in Tit. ii. 
I. 12. 13. 14. John Selden. 

9. I repent of all my life, but that part of it which 
1 ſpent in communion with God, and doing good. 
Dr Donne. | 4 | 

10. Oh! I have loſt a world of time, the moſt pre- 
clous thing in the world! of which had I but one year 
more, it thould be ſpent in David's Pſalms and Paul's 
Epiſtles. Oh! Sirs, mind the world leſs, and God more! 
All the learning in the world, without piety and the 
true fear of God, is worth nothing. The fear of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom ; and to depart from evil, is un- 
derſtanding. Salmafius. | 

11. I do not eſteem that a pain which will be the 
end of all trouble to me, and the beginning of eternal 
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Joys. O ſerve the Lord in fear, and death ſhall not be 
terrible to you. Bleſſed is the death of thoſe that have 
part in the death of Jeſus Chriſt. Mr John Know. 

1 2. Well, in all theſe tormenting pains, there is 
thing of the wrath of God. O my ſoul, be pati ent 
is thy God and Father, that thus orders thine eſtate. 
Death is my beſt friend, next to Jeſus Chriſt. And 
bleſſed be God, that I have nothing to do but die. 


- Dr Gonge. 
13. Phyſician, you think to comfort me with hopes 


of my recovery: but you make my heart ſad. I am 


not afraid to look death in the face. I can ſay, O death, 
where 15 thy ſting? Death cannot hurt me. The know- 
ledge of what heaven is, and that it is mine, makes me 
willing to die. Myr John Dodd. 

14. Hereafter I will not talk with fleſh and blood, nor 


think on the world's conſolation, Farewell, all my 


friends, whoſe company hath been refreſhful to me in 


my pilgrimage. I have done with the light of the ſun 

and moon, Welcome, eternal life, everlaſting love, 

everlaſting praiſe, everlaſting glory. Mr Hugh M Nail. 
15. Come, ſtingleſe death, have v'er; lo here's my pals 

In blood character'd by his hand, who was, 

And 1s, and ſhall be. Jordan, cut thy ſtream, 

Make channels dry; I bear my Father's name 

Stamp'd on my brow. Pm raviſh'd with my crown, 

I ſhine ſo bright; down with all glory, down, 


That world can give. I fee the pearly port! 
The golden ftreet ! the bleſſed ſouls refort ! 


The tree of life. Floods guſhing from the throne, 
Call me to joys ! Be gone, ſhort wocs, be gone. 
I iv'd to die; but now I die to live! 


T emoy more than e'er 1 did believe. 


The. promife me into poſſeſſion ſends ; 


Faith in fruition, hope in having ends, 
| My 1 95 M Lellan. 


THE END, 


